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ADDRESS. 


With the first number of the third | 
volume of the Christian Repository, 
the Editors would present to their Pat- | 
rons the congratulations of the season, | 
and call upon them and upon them-| 
selves, to render devout thanks to Al-| 

mighty God, for his great goodness in | 


of christian benevolence has its ene- 
mies, who are numerous and active. / 3 
Alarmed at the movements among the ‘ * 
friends of christianity, and dreading 
the influence which it may acquire, 
they are coming to the contest with a 
unanimity, and zeal, and diligence 


worthy of a better cause. As through 
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sparing our lives, and bestowing upon | 
us the usual blessings of his providence | 
another year. 

It is useful, at the recurrence of cer- 
tain seasons, to make a pause, and 
look around us, that we may learn 
our duty, and derive fresh motives for 
the more faithful and vigorous dis- 
charge of it. 

The present is a period of great in- 
terest to the churches, and to all who 
wish for the well being and real hap- 
piness of mankind. The present age 


has given birth to a great variety of | 


institutions, having for their object, the | 
universal diffusion of the blessings of | 
the Gospel. And it is matter of en- 
couragement, and of thankfulness to | 
God, that these institutions have hither-_ 
to received so much support, and that 
their enterprizes have been crowned 
with so much success. At the same 
time, it must not be disguised, that the 
efforts which have yet been made, 
bear but a small proportion to the 
magnitude of the object to be accom- 
plished; and that, unless they are 
sreatly increased, they will be scarce- 
ly sufficient to maintain the ground 
which christianity now occupies. Ma- 
ny professing christians look upon 
these institutions with a degree of in- 
diflerence, which it is very painful to 
witness, and some even with an eye of 
jealousy and suspicion. It must: be 
remembered also, that the great work 
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the press the interests of religion are 
promoted by periodical publications 
and religious tracts, it is through the 
press also, that they are opposed by 
similar means. Magazines, periodi- 


cal papers, and tracts, fraught with ° 


sophistry, misstatement, and abuse, 
have been multiplied in our country, 
and are circulated in every direction. 
The doctrines of the gospel are assail- 
ed—the design of our benevolent in- 


stitutions is misrepresented—revivals 


of religion are treated with scorn— 
the passions and prejudices of the ig- 
norant are enlisted—and the propaga- 
tion of soul destroying error is urged 
on, with every art and by every means 
that can be put in requisition. And 
he must be blind to the signs of the 
times, who does not perceive that the 
period has arrived when there is an 
urgent necessity for every friend of the 
gospel to be awake and at his post. 
A contest is to be carried on, not only 
for the subjugation of the world to the 
dominion of the Lord Jesus, but even 
for the maintenance of christian insti- 
tutions where they now exist. Those 
privileges, which have been n:n‘ed 
down to us from our forefathers, will 
be lost, if we remain in supineness and 
inactivity. 

In the great work of maintaining 
the gospel at home, and diffusing i's 
blessings abroad, the Editors of the 
Christian Repository wish to be per- 
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mitted to bear some humble part. 
They have not, iggleed, been able to 
make the Repository all they desired 
it should be; but the degree of appro- 
bation bestowed upon it by those for 
whose judgment we have a high res- 
pect, has encouraged us to continue 
our labors. 

That such pablications as this is in- 
tended to be, are as really needed, for 
the advancement of the common cause, 
as those whose object is the mere cir- 
culation of religious intelligence, we 
think must be evident to every re- 
flecting mind. We rejoice at the cir- 
culation of religious intelligence. It 
renders a service to the cause which 
cannot be despensed with. But the 
mere circulation of intelfigence is not 
sufficient. Though it contributes much 
to the support of our benevolent insti- 
tutions, it is not sufficient even for that 
purpose. ‘These institutions cannot 
stand, unless they have their founda- 
tions laid deep and strong in the hearts 
of christians. ‘The aid which they re- 
ceive from others is too much influen- 
ced by the circumstances of the mo- 
» ment, and is too precarious to be de- 
pended upon. Nothing but a love of 
the gospel itself, will give inem a per- 
manent support. ‘There cannot, how- 
ever, be any more love of the gospel, 
than there is knowledge of the gospel. 
Its great truths must be understood 
and loved by the christian community, 
or those institutions, which are ithe 
glory of the present age, must go down. 
The enemies of truth well understand 
that the object of these institutions, is 
the maintenance and promulgation of 
the truth Hence, the bolder enemies 
of truth, oppose these institutions with 
the same bitterness with which they 
oppose the truth itself. And hence, 
also, those enemies of the truth who 
act more cautiously, and who do not 
think it their best policy to oppose 
both at the same time, endeavor to 
impose upon the unwary, by professing 
to be friendly to the one, while they 
openly oppose the other; acting upon 
the maxim that the most effectual way 
to destroy, is first to divide. They 
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see also, that if the cause of truth fails, 
these institutions must die of course: 
and therefore, use all their art to divert 
the minds of the religious community, 
from the examination and support of 
the truth, accurately judging that if 
the foundation be destroyed, the whole 
superstructure must fall. The mere 
circulation of intelligence, does little 
or nothing to guard against these open 
and secret efforts of the common ene- 
mies tu the cause. I[t does not illus- 
trate and conflrm the great truths of 
thegospel. It does not refute the plau- 
sible arguments which are continually 
urged against them. The reading of 
mere intelligence, which requires no 
effort of the mind, and engages the at- 
tention chiefly by the charm of novelty 
and the excitement of the passions, ra- 
ther unfits and indisposes to that close 
investigation of truth, which is neces- 
sary to growth in the knowledge of 
divine things. The mere circulation 
of intelligence, then, will not withstand 
the progress of error, nor long keep up 
the interest which is now felt in the 
cause of christian benevolence. Want 
of attention to the truth will soon pro- 
duce indifference to the truth. And 
indifference to the gospel itself, will 
soon produce indifference to the spread 
of the gospel. It is essential, then, to 
the permanence of our benevolent in- 
stitutions, that the cause of truth should 
be maintained. And it is essential to 
the maintenance of the cause of truth 
that the doctrines of the gospel should 
be elucidated and defended. It may 
be thought that this is done sufficiently 
in the pulpit, without the aid of the 
press. But, how much will these be 
| profited by their discussion in the pul- 
| pit, who never make them the subject 
of reading, reflection, and examination 
at any other time? And how long 
| will they be willingly listened to, from 
the pulpit, by those whose taste is 
strongly set upon something of a differ- 
ent nature? 

Those publications, then, which em- 
brace, as a part of their object, the 
elucidation and defence of the great 
doctrines of the gospel, and their prac- 
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tical application to the great duties of 
the christian life, as well as the circula- 
tion of intelligence, hold an important 
place in that system of means by which 
the church of Christ is to be support- 
ed and enlarged. If the vehicles of 
intelligence cannot be dispensed with, 
neither can these.’ And it isnot with- 
out alarm for the safety of our benev- 
olent institutions, that we have seen so 
little inclination in the religious com- 
munity to patronize publications of 
this nature. Nothing is more certain, 
than that if the cause of truth is not 
maintained, the cause of benevolence 
must fail. The cause of truth is the 


foundation upon which the cause of | 


benevolence rests. And when we see 
many hands employed in raising an 
immense superstructure, and so little 
heed taken to secure the foundation 
against those who are diligently un- 
dermining it, we cannot but tremble 
for the consequence. 

To show that these views of the 
subject are not peculiar to ourselves, 
we quote the following remarks of the 
Editor of the Connecticut Christian 
Spectator, a work whose plan is simi- 
lar to ours. “To those who have 
watched the prevailing taste and hab- 
its of the age, the ntility of such a work 
has been at no period more apparent 
than at the present. Whilethey have 
rejoiced to see numerous publications 
springing up to diffuse religious intel- 
ligence through every part of our coun- 
try, they have also been concerned to 
notice an increasing thirst for news, 
and a general habit of loose, desultory 
reading, calculated to cherish a kind 
of superficial piety, and to create a 
distaste for those deep, practical sub- 
jects, which are profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness. We know in- 
deed that God will accomplish his 
own purposes; that his truth is great 
and will prevail. But in the system 
of means through which this result is 
to be expected, we cannot but regard 
such a work as occupying a highly 
important place. Of the great mass 
ofour religious publications, the object 
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is simply to diffuse intelligence. In 
this way they do the church an excel- 
lent service; but they oppose no ef- 
fectual barrier to its enemies; they 
are neither calculated nor intended to 
avert the shafts with which our faith 
is assailed from every quarter.” 
Believing these things to be so, we 
would affectionately urge them upon 
the serious consideration of all the 
friends of our benevolent institutions, 
upon ali who love the gospel and wish 
to spread tie knowledge of it through 
the world. We would invite them to 
lend their aid in extending the circula- 
tion and influence of the Christian 
Repository, in furnishing materials for 
its pages, and rendering it more wor- 
thy of its name, that thus it may be a 
useful auxiliary in promoting the great 
work of christian benevolence. 
THE EDITORS. 
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For the Utica Christian Repository. 


ON CHURCH DISCIPLINE. 
The subject of church government 
having had a long discussion in the 
Repository, I, for one, should like to 


| see the subject of church discipline re- 


ceive a share of attention. To me it 
appears vastly more important than 
the mere mode of government. I 
think there is some danger, that, in the 
great anxiety to have the mode right, 
the thing itself, which must be the 
great object of government, in any 
mode, will be lost sight of. For my 
own part, I have not been conscious 
of any wish to undervalue the scrip- 
tural mode, whatever that may be, and 
am willing that subject should be thor- 
oughly discussed, provided it does not 
take the place of what is more impor- 
tant. Whatever my opinion may be 
about the mode, having myself lived 
under both Presbyterian and Congre- 
gational government, I can freely say 
that I think the decided preference is 
to be civen to that which is best ad- 
ministered. I should feel no great 
difficulty, if my lot was cast among 
Presbyterians or Congvegationalists, | 
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merely on account of the mode. 
the discipline of the gospel, in its gen- 
uine spirit and intent, was maintained, 
{ could submit cheerfully, whether it 
was done inmy way ornof. And I 
conclude that every sober reflecting 
Christian will say the same. 

Is there, then, no danger, that, in 
these discussions about the mode of 
government, the feelings of men will 
get so enlisted as to create parties, ex- 
cite prejudices, and produce dissen- 
sions, to the great damage of those who 
engage in them, and the great interrup- 
tion of the peace and harmony of the 
churches? Is there no danger, that this 
subject, may grow into so great impor- 
tance, in the view of many, as to be 
mistaken by them for the greatest part 
of the gospel, and be considered the 
grand point of distinction, between 
those who hold the faith once deliver- 
ered to the saints, and those who have 
departed from it? Is there no dan- 
ger, that excitement on this subject 
will afford an opportunity for artful 
men, by embracing one side or the 
other, as‘may best suit their purposes, 
to lead away disciples after them into 
great and dangerous errors affecting 
the very foundations of the gospel it- 
self? Has it not been found true, in 
all ages, that when the minds of men 
are greatly excited on any subject, it 
is very easy for those who will warm- 
ly espouse their cause in that respect, 
to lead them where they please, in ev- 
erv other? Would it not be wise, for 
all those who find their feelings begin- 
ning to be engaged on the subject of 
church government, to make a pause, 
and consider what is the relative im- 
portance of this subject compared with 
others; and take heed, that, in contend- 
ing for what they think right on this 
point, they do not let slip other things, 
of far greater consequence? 

I think there is reason to fear one 
danger, at least, if no more; and that 
is, that the true spirit of gospel disci- 
pline will be Jost, in the midst of con- 
tentions about the mode. 


If || tance to the purity and welfare of the 


churches. If errors in doctrine or 
practice exist in a church, and are not 
duly attended to, they will be likely to 
do great injury. “A little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump.” One ob- 
ject of the establishment of a church 
state, is, that individual members may 
have the benefit of the faithful watch 
and care of the whole. The solemn 
covenant, by which the members bind 
themselves to each other, as with the 
oath of God, fully recognizes the duty 
of every individual to seek the good of 
the whole body, and of every member 
in particular, And when any one 
goes astray, that covenant binds all 
the rest to use their best endeavors to 
recover him out of the snare of the 
devil, and bring him back tothe path 
of duty. Now, is this commonly 
done? Dothe churches faithfully at- 
tend to this great object of discipline ? 
When a brother goes out of the way, 
do we see every other brother in the 
church manifesting the spirit of broth- 
erly kindness, by going to him, and 
admonishing him in the spirit of meek- 
ness, and seeking an opportunity to 
pray with-him and for him, and try to 
convince him of his wrong? Are 
there not too many who are inclined to 
excuse themselves from the performs 
ance of this duty? Is it not too com- 
mon, that each one leaves this to be 
done by others? And are there not 
usually some, who are ready, from 
personal considerations, to take sides 
with him who does wrong, and justify 
him in it; and thus harden him against 
the admonitions of such as would da 
their duty? And when the wrong be- 
comes so notorious that it is made 
matter of reproach to the church by 
the world, and they are at length 
driven to attend to it, in what manner 
is it done? I do not mean to ask, by 
what set of rules their proceedings are 
directed, but with what spirit? Are 
cases of discipline commonly underta- 


|| ken and gone through with, in the spir- 
The main- | 


it of the gospel? Is it not, too often, 


tenance of gospel discipline, in the || the spirit of the world, which governs? 


genuine spirit of it, is of vast impor- | And are not the proceedings so man- 
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aged as to have too much of the ap- 
earance of prosecutions before our 
civil courts, and often of vexatious 
prosecutions too? Is there not, too of- 
ten, a resort to art, and chicanery; and 
a disposition to take advantage of le- 
cal forms, in order to gain a purpose? 
And do not those cases of disc ipline 
which are begun, usually { fail of ac- 
complishing the true end of discipline, 
in consequence of some defect of this 
kind in their management? Is it not 
too common, that when they are gone 
through with, the whole matter is in a 
state much worse than it was before 
ihey were commenced? What possi- 
hle satisfaction can it be to me, if I am 
actuated by a christian spirit, to see a 
censure imposed upon my erring 
brother, while it leaves him confirmed 
in his error, and irritated, perhaps to 
a great degree, by the injustice which 
he thinks has been done him? 

I think I have seen these evils in 
both kinds of government. Suppose 
the case to exist among Congregation- 
lists. A brother is brought to trial 
ona charge for some offence. On 
irial, he is found guilty by a majority. 
But a minority think him not guilty, 
and warmly espouse his cause, so that 
two parties are created. A council is 
called, which censures the church for 
what they have done. This affords 
watter of triumph to the man and his 
partizans, and of mortification and 
complaint tothe majority of the church. 
They call another council, which ap- 
proves of the doings of the church, and 
censures the opposite party. 
what good is done by all this? 
ihe evil greatly increased? 
the case to dgcur among Presbyterians. 
The session of a church try and 
condemn a member, and impose a 
censure upon him. Some of the breth- 
ren think it right, and others think it 
wrong; and two parties are created. 
The person condemned appeals to the 
Presbytery. They look over the mat- 
ter, reverse the sentence of the session, 
and censure them for passing it. The 
man who was condemned is now con- 
firmed in the opinion that he has done 
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| right, and exults at the victory he has 
|gained. But the Session appeal to 
the Synod; and they reverse the decis- 
ion of Presbytery, and confirm that 
of the Session. This is matter of tri- 
umph to the session, and those who 
thought with them. But the individ- 
ual first tried, and his friends, now 
think the matter has assumed so much 


|} importance that an appeal must be 


| 
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carried to the General Assembly. 
And by this time, the injury done by 
the whole process is spread far, and 
wide, and numbers have become. so 
interested in it on both sides, that, let 
the ultimate decision be what it may, 
the evils cannot be remedied. No one 
is brought to repentance; but much 
division, and strife, and irritation has 
been occasioned. 

It may be said, that such cases are 
not likely to occur, and that they in- 
volve the supposition of a want of the 
spirit of the gospel in every stage of 
the proceeding. Perhaps they do in- 
volve that supposition. And I wish 
I had reason to think there was no 
room for it. But, who, that knows 
what human nature is, does not know, 
that such cases are not unlikely to oc- 
cur? Who does not know, that men 
who begin a case of discipline with a 
good degree of the spirit of the gospel, 
are liable, in the progress of it, to get 
some improper feelings excited, and so 
mingled with their sense of duty, as 
not to be readily distinguished in their 
own minds? Who does not know, 
that men are fallible beings, and liable 


Now, || to misjudge; especially where their 


prepossessions are intimately connec- 
ted with the subject? Who does not 
| know, that good men never persevere 
in a wrong so far, as when they mis- 
take the dictates of pride and passion 
and self will for the dictates of duty 
and conscience? When these things 
are considered, I think it must be ad- 
mitted that such cases as I have sup- 
posed, are not unlikely to exist: and, 
that, if any matter needs to be atten- 
ded to, by our churches, in a calm, 
dispassionate manner, and conducted 
in the spirit of meekness, and patience. 
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and brotherly love, it is that of church 
discipline. 

Perhaps. these remarks will be 
thought likely to operate as a discour- 
agement from any attempts at church 
discipline. Ido not mean that they 
should have that effect. I do think 
no church can prosper, where the dis- 
cipline of the gospel is not maintained 
in the true spirit of it. And it is a de- 
sire to call the attention of christians 
to this important subject, which has 
prompted me to make these remarks. 
IT confess, indeed, that until the spirit 
of the gospel does prevail, in a greater 
degree than [ have commonly seen it, 
I should have very little encourage- 
ment to attempt a process of discipline 
against any one that had injured me. 
I might feel it my duty to admonish 
him, and pray for him; — but if I should 
complain of him before an ecclesias- 
tical tribunal, and should have my 
complaint sustained, I should have 
but a faint hope that it would, in the 
issue, do any good. And if I should 
become subject to a censure myself 
which I thought unjust, for any part 
I had taken in a processs of discipline, 
I think I should submit to it, unless 
the injury to me was likely to be very 
great indeed, rather than hazard the 
increase of the evil, by carrying the 
matter to another court. 

I submit these remarks, in the hope 
that some one will take up the subject 
and show the churches how much 
more important it is to their perma- 
nent welfare, to have the spirit of gos- 
pel discipline kept up. among them, 
than it is to be either Presbyterians or 
Congregationalists in their outward 
form. 


A READER. 
<2 606 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
EXPOSITION OF EXODUS XXxuI. 32, 
AND ROMANS IX. 3. 


“Yet now, if thou wilt, forgive their 
sin: and if not, blot me, I pray thee, 
out of thy book which thou hast writ- 
ten.” 
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What is the book? If this point can 
be ascertained, the import of the pas. 
sage is plain. Some believe, that Mo. 
ses referred to the “book of life,” so 
called in the last chapter of Revelation; 
and, that he was willing to be made a 
reprobate, provided the Lord would 
not destroy the whole Jewish nation 
for their sin, as he had just intimated, 
The context however, will not justify 
this construction; because God, inan- 
swer to Moses, ver. 33, tells him, who- 
soever hath sinned against me, him 
will I blot out of my book. But how 
would he do it? By inflicting upon 
them some signal punishment. Verse 
34, I will visit their sin upon them. 
Hence, in the verse succeeding, it is 
said, The Lord plagued the people, 
because they made the calf, which 
Aaron made. Three thousand of these 
fell in one day. Many more, itis prob- 
able, were visited by the sword, or 
pestilence, or by some other scourge, 
and were thus cut off from the privi- 
leges of the Lord’s people on earth. I 
think it is evident, that God in his an- 
swer, alludes to temporal punishment, 
which was immediately inflicted; and 
if so, Moses alluded to the same, and 
not to the book of eternal life. 

Others contend, that, by “the book,” 
is meant the records of the people of 
Israel. The Jews were accustomed 
to number their families and to take 
their names. The roll or book con- 
taining these was deposited in the tem- 
ple as a kind of Church register, by 
which the genealogy of each family, 
was preserved from one generation to 
another. 

Inasmuch as the Messiah was to de- 
scend from the seed of ABraham; eve- 
ry family, desirojis of retaining their 
relation to him, were ‘careful to pre- 
serve their history in the public regis- 
ter. If the head of a family was not 


thus enrolled, his immediate descend- 
ants were disgraced and excluded from 
the privileges of their brethren. In 
the 2d Chap. of Ezra, this fact is re- 
corded concerning some children of 
the priests, who sought their register 
among those that were reckoned, by 
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wenealogy, but they were not found: 
“Therefore were they, as polluted, put 
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word be translated now, as it may with 
propriety, the meaning is this; so far 


from the priesthood.” As excom- || from wishing to be a great nation, if 
‘nunicated persons, they were not per- thou wilt blot out the name of this peo- 


mitted ‘ta eat of the most holy things.” 
As this was not only an ignominy but 
a punishment greatly to be depreca- 
ted, David, doubtless alludes to it in 
his prayer against his enemies: “Let 
them be blotted out from the book of 
the living and not be written with the 
righteous.” Of the same import is 
that passage in Ezek. xiii. 9. “They 
shall not live in the assembly of my 
people, neither shall they be zorztien an 
the writing of the house of Isreal.” 
To confirm this interpretation of the 
passage under consideration [ appeal, 
First; to the language of God to 
Moses in the 10th verse of the same 
chapter. “Now therefore, let me a- 
lone, that my wrath may wax hot -a- 
gainst them, and that | may consume 
them: and I will make of thee a great 
nation.” Moses, as if he declined the 
offer on such a condition, still contin- 
ues to intercede for his rebellious sub- 
jects; and he seems to say, rather than 
[ should let thee alone, that thy wrath 
may cut them off, I desire thee to blot 
my name out of the record which per- 
petuates a knowledge of my descend- 
ants, that I may no longer stand there 
as the head of Israel. Nay, let me 
not so much as be called an Israelite, 
before thy name shall suffer reproach 
in the eyes of the Egyptians. 
Secondly; to the Hebrew text. The 


word translated “I pray thee,” is by | 


some critics, rendered now. The orig- 
inal word indeed admits of either; but 
now is the most literal, and our trans- 
lations appear not to have chosen it, 
in order to avoid repetition in the same 
verse. Now is the word in the Caldee 
paraphrase. The same is found in the 
Targum of Jonathan, who says, “blot 
me now out of the book of the just, in 
the midst of which thou hast written 
my name.” The Alex. Gr. Mann- 
‘ript reads exelipson kai mei, blot 
Mealsoout. The phrase, ‘I pray thee,’ 
Shot to be found in the Septuagent, 








ple, blot me now also oui of that book 
thou hast written, as I desire not to 
live any longer. 

If these remarks be correct, but lit- 
tle need be said on the parallel passage 
in Romans. “For I could wish that 
myself were accursed from Christ for 
my brethren, my kinsmen according 
to the flesh.” Moses and Paul were 
moved with the same zeal for the glo- 
ry of God. Rather than his brethren 


| Should continue in unbelief and finally 
| perish, the Apostle himself chose to 


be separated from the society and fel- 
lowship of the saints, so as to be no 
longer remembered by them on earth, 
though he had so long preached the 
gospel and planted so many churches. 
Christ, sometimes, means the Church, 
as in 1. Cor. 12. 12.3 and, to be “ac- 
cursed from Christ is, to be separated 
from the temporal privileges of the 
Church. Thus Pau! might have been 
by death, or by excommunication, 
without being made a reprobate.— 
There is surely a difference between 
temporal and eternal anathema. Christ 


| “was made a curse, or anathema, for 


us,” but not forever.—The language 
of Paul was no less strong than his de- 


| sires, for the salvation of the Jews; and 


it is the same language said to have 
been used by Nazianzen in his address 
to the Macedonians, who, while they 
held to the divinity of the Father and 
the Son, rejected that of the Holy 
Spirit. The good father’s love for 
them was so ardent and great, that on 
condition, they would renounce their 
error, and celebrate the Holy Trinity in 
common, he would be willing to re- 
nounce their fellowship and all his 
christian privileges, or become accurs- 
ed from Christ. If Paul, when he ut- 
tered the declaration, had attained to 
the faith of assurance, and could say, 
“there is henceforth laid up for mea 
crown of glory which the Lord the 
righteous Judge will give me in that 


tor in the Samaritan text; and if the || day;” whatever be the import of his 
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curse, we must not suppose, that he 


prayed for any thing contrary to the | 
will of God, and determinately con- | 
trary to his own salvation. To choose | 
temporal death, rather than have the | 


whole Jewish nation rejected or blot- 
ted out, sufficiently indicates his ar- 


dent desire for their salvation. | 


“Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 


friend.” CLERICUS, 


tlt | 

For the Utica Christian Repository. | 
SINGULAR CHARACTER. 

Messrs. Epirors, | 

In the Repository for Oct. p. 312, | 
is a brief account of a singular char- | 
acter. The first paragraph contains | 
some of the important traits in the char- | 
acter of a good minister. The second | 
adds some things to it, which need ex- | 
planations or additions. It is said, | 
“he believed that if christians prayed | 
in faith, their prayers would be an- | 
swered, and that it is the duty and | 
privilege of christians to pray in faith.” | 
This needs explanation, because it is | 
capable oftwo meanings. If praying 
in faith means praying with submis-| 
sion to God, and confidence in his 
wisdom and goodness, as it would be 
generally understood, it is very well. 
But a few individuals have lately at- 
tempted to appropriate this phrase to 
a new notion of their own. With. 
them, praying in faith is not praying | 
with submission to God, and confi- | 
dence that he will do what is best, but 
is praying with the assured expecta- 
cion of receiving the identical blessing 
asked for. If this is the meaning in- 
tended to be communicated, as it ap- 
pears to be, from what follows, I think 
some additions ought to be made to' 
the portrait, and would propose the | 
following: 

He believed it to be highly desira- 
ble that all should embrace his theory | 
of the prayer of faith; and yet he would | 
not condescend to explain it to those 
who inquired, nor attempt to remove | 
their difficulties. He believed that he | 
could convert them to his opinion, by | 











| that the age of miracles is past,” be. 


' 
} 






simply making the prayer of faith (, 
them; and yet he neglected this eag, 
est of all methods, and suffered they 
to “use much art and wickedness,” jy 
rejecting his theory. “He belieyey 


cause “the age of faith is past;” an) 
yet, he believed that some christian, 
do make the prayer of faith, and that 
any christian might if he would, 
and thus recover the sick, or perform 
any other miracle. He believed that 
if two or three should agree, and mak 
the prayer of faith for the conversion 
of any individual, that individual woul; 
certainly be converted; and yet, thoug) 
he found more than two or three why 
embraced his theory, neither he no 
they had benevolence enough to make 
this prayer for the multitudes of perish 
ing sinners, and thus secure their con. 
version. 

With these additions I think the 
portrait would, indeed, be, that ofa 
very singular character. 

CONSISTENCY. 
abe 


DUTY OF MINISTERS. 


| Extract from the Concio ad Clerum. 


preached in the Chapel of Yak 
College, Commencement evening. 
Sept. 1823. 


The signs of the times especially 
demand that the ministers of Christ, 
exhibit, with discrimination and force, 
the peculiar doctrines of the gospel. 
The time has been when speculative 
disquisitions on doctrinal points had 
in some of our pulpits an undue place: 
and when the belief of certain forms 
of doctrine was too generally consider- 
ed as embodying all the genuine piet) 
in the world. But it may now be se- 
riously questioned whether there 1s 
not a strong inclination in the senti- 
ments and feelings of the Christian 
public to the other extreme. ‘There 
is prevalent, if I mistake not, an Athe- 
nian spirit, which can be gratified on- 
ly with some new thing; which con- 
signs to the neglected shelf the sound 


evangelical treatises that established 
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‘he faith and nurtured the piety of our 
fathers, and allows to the Bible itself | 
but an inferior share of attention, in | 
its eagerness for a religious gazette, or | 
a missionary journal, or a biographic- | | 
al sketch; and which can hardly bear | 
discussion in the pulpit, in its demands | | 
for something to amuse the fancy or | 
move the sympathies of hearers. 
There is also connected with this, a | 
geal for union, which sacrifices the es- | 
sential doctrines of the Gospel, upon 
the altar of an undefined charity. Now | 
the evil is not an excessive eagerness | 
inthe church to become acquainted || ° 
with its own operations, and with the | 
condition of a ruined world; nor an 
undue esteem for fervent addresses 
from the pulpit; nor an immoderate | 
zeal for union in the household of faith. | 
The religious information of the day 
is important both as a means of per- 
sonal improvement, and an aid to 
christian beneficence; and the messa- | 
ges of heaven, surely, of all commu- 
nications in the world, should be ad- 
dressed to men with fervent affection, | 
and persuasive energy; and too many | 
thanks cannot be given to the Prince of 
Peace, that the hostility respecting mi- 
nor points, which has arrayed his sub- | 


jects against each other, is passing a- 


way. Yetso far as the causes which 

have been mentioned, or any other, 

are tending to supplant the peculiar | 
doctrines of the Gospel, in the books, | 
the pulpits, or the hearts of the chris- | 
tian community, they require a cor- | 
recting influence. They impose on us, | 
srethren, with peculiar force the duty | 
of preaching these doctrines, and of ; 
endeavouring to excite attention to 
them, in their native simplicity and } 
their heart-searching power. The pe- | 
culiar doctrines of the Gospel can al- | 
low of no substitute. You may by a | 
general and indefinite exhibition 
them, in an engaging form, mould | 
some of your hearers to a character, | 
Which, in respect to the public exerci- | 
| 
| 


of 


Ses of religion and the common char- | 
ities of life, shall wear a plausible ap- | 
pearance of evangelical piety; but it | 
is only by an undisguised manifesta- | 


VOL. HI. 


Buty af Ministers. Q 


gift of pastors 


tion of the truth as it is in Jesus, thaf 
you can remove the evil which is nat- 
urally interposed between their minds 
and God,—give them a direct percep- 
tion of the contrariety of their hearts 
to his holiness, and so “convince them 
of sin, of righteousness, and of judg- 
ment;” and only by this exhibition, 
can you expect to see them changed 
after the image of his glory, under your 
ministrations, or to present them for 
his acceptance, at his final appearing. 
Without these doctrines you may unite 
men; as the sceptical Pharisees and 

Sadducees, to whom the text was ad- 
dressed, were united in rejecting Jesus; 
but the only unity which C hrist, i in the 
and teachers to the 
church, designed to accomplish, is “the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
ofthe Son of God;”—ihe unity of his 
different members in such determinate 
and established views of the Gospel, 
that they are “no more children tossed 
to and fro, and carried about with eve- 
ry wind of doctrine, by the slight of 
men and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive; but speak- 
ing the truth in love, may grow up 
into him in all things, who is the head 
even Christ.” So, also you may, by 
laying aside the humbling doctrines of 
the Cross and making your appeals 
only to the humane sympathies or self- 
ish hopes of men, rouse them to action 
ina benevolent project; but it is a fe- 


| verish paroxism that must soon be fol- 


lowed by increased torpor, instead of 
the healthful and enduring energy of 
enlightened christian principle. Or, 
vou may presume your hearers to be 
already — suffic iently enlightened in 
christian doctrines, and on that account 
pass over them with only superficial 
illustrations and occasional allusions; 


' but let the trial ofthis he made in the 


most enlightened congregation in Chris- 


'tendom, and unless the defect be sup- 


plied by other means, that congrega- 
tion will in a few years be found to be 
ignorant of the real nature of these 
doctrines, filled with prejudice against 
them, and prepared for the enemy to 
come in as a flood. By all the hopes 

» 

ow 
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and all the dangers ef the times then, 
we are urged to preach the Gospel in 
& manner so discriminating and plain, 
as to commend it to every man’s con- 
science in the sight of God. 
Christian Spectator. 
—=06t=— 

For the Utica Christian Repository. 
REPLY TOG. G. ON THE HOPE OF THE 
HYPOCRITE. 

In page 304 of the last volume, 
there is an essay entitled “Defence of 
G. G. on the hope of the hypocrite,” 
which has been read by the writer of 
the “examination,” page 274, with a 
variety of emotions. In the last par- 
agraph there is a complaint, that my 
remarks were coupled with insinua- 
tions against the writer. Perhaps 
some of my remarks were made with- 
out being sufficiently impressed with 
the idea, that Iwas arguing witha 
preacher of the Gospel, who is labor- 
ing with all his might for the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and 


is contending earnestly for the faith, | 


against the mean prejudices of a crook- 
ed and perverse generation,—against 


his heart, being freed from the cares 
and toils which wear upon our spirits, 
is firm and immoveable; that if we 
speak to him, we must speak in a 
strong and deep tone, or what is said 
will not be regarded, not considering 
that every heart knows its own bitter. 
ness, and that others are subject to like 
passions, and are compassed with like 
infirmities with ourselves. 

If there was any thing in my criii- 
cism calculated to detract from tlie 
worth of G. G. fn the eyes of his ae. 
quaintances or others, I would cordi- 
ally inform them that I wrote with the 
persuasion that he was a preacher of 
the Gospel, and that no ordinary 
preacher could have laid before the 
public a production like his. I did 
not wish to contend with the author, 
nor to destroy his essay. But it was 
only a vein in the whole body of the 
composition that I was disposed to 
contend with. ‘Phe composition is 
fraught with remarks worthy of the se- 
rious and careful attention of every 
candidate for eternity. I am fully 
persuaded of the truth that many walk 
who are enemies to the cross of Christ, 


principalities and the powers of dark- || and will finally fail of salvation; that 
ness, and is thereby set up as a mark } the hope of the hypocrite shall perish; 


for the wicked, and has consequently 


and that the giving up of the hope of the 


a right to expect that all who love the | hypocrite, shall be like the giving up 
cause of Christ, will treat him with |) ofthe ghost; and I can assure the author 


tenderness, and not add affliction a 


his bonds, or give him occasion to say, 
these are the wounds which I received 
in the house of my friends. 


treatment from the professed enemies 
of religion, and feel a degree of firm- 
ness and patience; while the least de- 
gree of hardness from one who pro- 
fesses to be a friend to religion, is 
wounding to the heart. Perhaps iis. 
too much the case, when we read an | 
essay which varies a little from our | 
sentiments, and the author is unknown, 
and we find the style smooth and 
strong, that we imagine the author is 
in a land of rest and peace; that he 
has nothing to do but to improve his | 
mind, and attend to whatever is most 


A faith- 
ful servant of Christ can bear harsh | 


| that I think with him, “that selfishness 


is the ground work of all false reli- 
gions and hypocrisy,” and can add, 
that I believe it to be the ground work 
of all sin. But the difficulty I saw in 
his composition was, that he represent- 
ed that to be selfishness which I thought 
belonged to, or was consistent with be- 
nevolence. This was what I termed 
the vein with which I was disposed to 
contend. And it was with reference to 
this that my remarks were chiefly 
made, which circumstance the author 
does not seem to have taken into con- 
sideration when he made his defence. 
I had thought of attempting to show, 
that in making this representation he 
was not consistent with what he had 
said in some other parts of the com- 


agreeable to his present feelings; that } position; but thought again, it was suf: 
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gcient to show that he was not consis- 
rent with the scriptures. This may 
account for my neglect of those excel- 
lent remarks on the subject of grati- 
jude. I merely brought gratitude into 
view to show, that the author, in ma- 
king those remarks, had excluded it. 
| did not intend to insinuate that he 
would not enforce the duty of gratitude 
as much as any other christian duty. 
We must grant that G. G. is the 
best expositor of his own essay; and 
according to his exposition, I received 
an idea from his essay which he did 
not intend to communicate. And now 
if there is nothing in the construction 
of his work calculated to mislead, the 


ifoundation of my criticism must fall, 


and the whole superstructure is good 


‘for nothing, unless there be timber in 


it that will answer for some other 
building. 


J can assure G. G. that my “objec- 


} tions were not grounded upon the iden- 


tity of may be and must be;” nor did 
[ make use of any such logic as he is 
pleased to assign tome. It is true the 
author commenced his remarks on the 


first head with the declaration, “my 


object will be to show how nearly the 
religious experience of the hypocrite 
may resemble that of the real christian, 
while it is still essentially different.” 
But what would one naturally expect 
from this, but that he designed to give 
us some idea of the essential difference 
between the religious experience of the 
hypocrite and that of the christian, as 
well as to show us their resemblance? 
And when he has shown us wherein 
the religious experience of the hypo- 
crite essentially differs from that of the 
christian, what could we expect to see 
but the distinguishing marks of the 
hypocrite. 

Now when he shows us that “the 
teal christian loves God, he is pleased 
with his whole character, as wise, good 
and powerful,” &c. he then shows us 
wherein the religion of the hypocrite 
may resemble this. “The bypocrite 
may also love God with a very ardent 
affection.” Thus far their experiences 
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| cause he thinks him his friend,” intro- 


duces an idea essentially different from 
any thing which he has attributed to 
the christian. He then returns to the 
resemblance: “He (the hypocrite,) 
may be pleased with his infinite pow- 
er, wisdom and goodness.” Thus far 
he makes the hypocrite resemble the 
christian; but the sentence ends with 
the reason, “because he supposes these 
perfections will all be exercised in ma- 
king him happy.” This again is es- 
sentially different from any thing as- 
signed to the christian. This is suffi- 
cient to show what impressions I re- 
ceived when reading this and another 
part of the essay; and had the author 
given me no assistance, I should have 
probably retained these impressions, 
even though [ had read it again, with 
more than ordinary attention. 

Now, I expected G. G. would vin- 
dicate his essay, and thought it not 
best to make any reply; but his vin- 
dication was strewed over with so ma- 
ny phrases (like “astonishment,” “ex- 
traordinary remarks,” and “hazard his 
reputation,” ) which give a harsh tone 
tout, that it was calculated to produce 
in an opponent a desire to maintain the 
justice of his cause. Though such ex- 
pressions may give to a composition 
the appearance of smartness, yet they 
are not calculated to infuse into the 
reader’s heart that spirit of charity 
which seeketh not her own. 

I am inclined to think this fault is too 
common amongst preachers of the gos- 
pel; and when they will converse to- 
gether with that gentleness which is 
manifest in P. and A. in the dialogues 
on atonement, they will have done 
much towards causing the watchmen’ 
to see eye to eye. 

As the principal ground of difficulty 
in the present case arises from the doc- 
trine of disinterested benevolence, I 
have thought of requesting G. G. or 
some- other writer, to give a full de- 
scription of it. We wish to know 
what it is, what is consistent with it, 
and what is inconsistent with it, and 
wherein it exceeds or differs from be- 


nevolence. E. R. 


tts sts 
——————SS epee nnn 


are alike: the rest of the sentence, “be- | 








For the Utica Christian Repository. 
FURTHER DEFENCE OF G. G. ON THE 
HOPE OF THE HYPOCRITE. 


It has been understood that several 


who have read the ess: iy on the hope 


of the hypocrite, have been disposed 
to make objections against it. One 
writer has appeared with his objec- 
tions in the Repository, and been re- 
plied to. But the objection which I] 
suppose is most likely to be made at 


Further Defence of G. G. on 


this day, was not particularly attend- | 


ed to, in my replyto E.R. It is, that 
such ideas as were advanced in the es- 
say, are, if true, unprofitable, and like- 
ly to do more hurt than good. It is 
thought, that there is no need of such 
critical examination; that there are 
no instances of false experience which 
bear so creat a resemblance to the true; 
and that the tendency of the essay will 
be to discourage and perplex those who 
are real christians, and destroy their 
comfort. If the essay should do this, 
1 cannot think it a great evil, because 
those christians whose comfort depends 


principally upon the strength of their 


hope, are evidently in a very bad state. 


And if the destroying of this ground of 


comfort, should lead them to look fora 
b-tter one, and one that would not be 


affected by the strength or weakness of 


their hope, I think it would be greatly | 
to their advantage. The consideration | 
that the Lord reigns and will cause all 
things to take place in the wisest and | 
best manner, is a more stable, as well 
as amore scriptural ground of rejoic- 
ing, than the consideration that J ex- 
pect to escape punishment. 

As to the necessity of taking heed 
that we be not dece ‘ived—any who 
doubt it, must have very little acquain- | 
tance with the Bible, as well as with | 
their own hearts. And as to its being 
profitable to call on those who are in- 
dulging a hope to examine themselves, 
and to point out to them the danger: 

to which they are e xposed of drawing 
wrong conclusions respecting their re- 
lizious character, there can be no doubt | 
in the minds of ee who believe that | 
“all scripture is profitable,” 


» 


the Hope of the Hypocrite. 


‘they see in the bible so many direc. 
tions to that effect. President Eq. 
wards and Doctor Bellamy thought it 
necessary to write each a considerable 
volume on the subject; and David 
Brainerd dwelt very much on it in his 
conversation and in his preaching, as 
we learn from his Journal. Their 
works have been formerly held in ve. 
ry high estimation in the evangelical 
churches, in Europe as well as in A- 
merica; and | would hope that the 
time has not yet arrived when they are 
to be entirely laid aside. I have in- 
deed, seen one instance mentioned, 
in the history of modern revivals, in 
which it was thought that the reading 
of Edwards on the Affections had an 
unfavorable tendency. ‘The mention oj 
it, however, did not affect my opinion 
of the book; it only affected my opin- 
ion of the revival; for it seems to me, 


book, would not be very likely to bear 


that a revival which will not bear that 
j 








S || reader to do. 


when || 


the bible itself. There is, indeed, rea- 
son to fear, that there is much connect: 
ed with modern revivals, as well as 
with that of Edward’s time, which will 
not bear the scrutiny of that book. But 
‘this is so far from bei ‘ing a reason why 
‘that scrutiny should not be had, that 
itis the great thing which calls for it. 
The more currently counterfeit reli- 
gion is passing, the more need there is 
of its detection. 
dut my principal object, at this time, 
is to show that the views of the sub- 
| ject exhibited in the essay are similar 
to those exhibited by President Ed: 
wards. Probably I was originally in- 
debted to him for most of them, though 
I had no distinct consciousness of it at 
| the time of writing. A few extracts 
_will be sufficient to make this appear; 
though 
may be found by examining Edwards 
‘on the Affections throughout, which ! 
_would earnestly recommend to every 


G. G. 


Extracts from Edwards on Religious A ffections. 
“A little while ago, there was a pre- 
valent’ disposition to look upon all 
‘high religious affections, as eminent 
| exercises: ‘of true grace, without mueli 


| 
| 





more abundant satisfaction} 
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inquiring into the nature and source | 
of those affections, and the manner in 
which they arose. If persons did but 
appear to be indeed very much moved j, 
and raised, so as to be full of re ligious | 
talk, and express themselves with great | 
warmth and earnestness, and to be | 1 
filled, or to be very full, as the phrases | 1 
were; it was too much the manner, } 
without further caine, to con- || 
clude such persons were full of the | 
| 
| 


ee 


Spirit of God, and had eminent expe- 
rience of his gracious influences.” 

“There are false affections, and 
there are true. A man’s having much || 

affection, does not prove that he has ! 
any true religion. But if he has no || 
affection, it proves that he has no true |) 
religion. The right way, is, not to | 
reject all affections, nor to approve all; |; 
but to distinguish between affections, | 
approving some and rejecting others, | 
separating between the wheat and the | 
chaff, the gold and the dross, the pre- 
cious and the vile.” 

“Tt is no sign one way or the other, 
ihat religious affections are very great, 
or raised very high.”—* That they 
cause those who have them to be flu- | 
ent, fervent, and abundant, in talking 
of the things of religion.” | 

“Tt is no evidence that religious af- | 
fections are saving, or that they are | ] 
otherwi ise, that there is an appearance |! 
of love in them. There are some who | | 
suppose it is a good evidence that af- | | 
fections are from the sanctifying and | 
saving influences of the Holy Ghost. | 
Their argument is, that Satan cannot | 
love; this affection being directly con- |! 
trary to the devil, whose very nature 

| 
} 
| 
| 


is enmity and malice. And it is true, 
that nothing is more excellent, heav- 
enly, and divine, than a spirit of true | 
christian love to God and men. But | 
yet, it is ill arguing from hence, that | 
there are no counterfeits of it. It may | 
be observed that the more excellent any | 
thing is, the more will be the counter- 
feits of it. Thus, there are many more | 
counterfeits of silver and gold, than of | 
iron and copper: There are many | | 


} 
| 
} 
| 
| 


false diamonds and rubies, but who 


goes about to counterfeit common 
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stones? Sothere are perhaps no graces 


that have more counterfeits than love 
and humility; these being virtues 
wherein the beauty of a true christian 
does especially appear. 

“ But with respect to love; it is plain 
by the scripture, that persons may have 
a kind of religious love, and yet have 
no saving grace. Christ spe aks of ma- 
ny professing christians that have such 
love, whose love will not continue, and 
so shall fail of salvation. Mt. 24.12 
13, “And because iniquity shall a- 


'| bound, the love of many shall wax 
| cold. 


But he that shall endure unto the 
end, the same shall be saved.” Which 
latter words plainly show that those 
spoken of before, whose love shall not 
endure to the end, but wax cold, 
should not be saved. Persons may seem 
to have love to God, and Christ; yea, to 
have very strong and violent affections 
of this nature; and yet have no grace.” 

“And as men, while in a state of 
nature, are capable of a resemblance 
of all kinds of religious affections, so 
nothing hinders but that they may have 
many of them together. And what 
appears in fact, does abundantly e- 
vince that is very often so indeed. It 
seems commonly to be so, that when 
false affections are raised hich, many 
false affections attend each other. As 
from true divine love, flow all christian 
affections, so from a counterfeit love 
in like manner, naturally flow other 
false affections.” 

‘““Mr. Stoddard, who had much ex- 
perience of things of this nature, long 
ago observed, that converted and un- 
converted men, connot be certainly 
distinguished by the account they give 


of their experience; the same relation 


of experiences being common to both. 
And that many persons have given a 
fair account of a work of conversion, 
that have carried well in the eve of 
‘the world for several years, but have 
not proved well at last.” 

“It is no certain sign that the relj- 
gious affections which persons have, 
| are such as have in them the nature of 
true religion, or that they have not, 
that they dispose persons to spend 
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much time in religion, and to be zeal- 
ously engaged inthe external duties of 
worship.” “Experience shows, that 
persons, from false religion, may be 
inclined to be exceeding abundant in 
the external exercises of religion; yea, 
to give themselves up to them.” 
“Nothing can be certainly known of 
the nature of religious affections by 
this, that they much dispose persons 
with their mouths to praise and glorify 
God.” “No christian will make it an 
argument against a person, that he 
seems to have such a disposition. Nor 


can it be reasonably looked upon | 


as an evidence for a person, if those 
things that have been already observed 
and proved, be duly considered, name- 


ly, that persons, without grace, may | 
have high affections towards God and | 
Christ, and that their affections, being | 
strong, may fill their mouths, and in- | 


cline them to speak much, and very 
earnestly, about the things they are 
affected with, and that.these may be 
counterfeits of all kinds of gracious af- 
fections.” 

“It is no sign that affections are 
right, or that they are wrong, that 
they make persons that have them ex- 
ceeding confident that what they expe- 
rience is divine, and that they are ina 
good estate.” 

“Mr. Shepard, in his exposition of 
the parable of the ten virgins, distin- 
guishes two kinds of hypocrites, by 
the names of legal and evangelical 
hypocrites; and often speaks of the 
latter as the worst—[That is, those 
who trust ina false experience.] And 
it is evident that the latter are com- 
monly by far the most confident in 
their hope, and with the most diffi- 
culty brought off from it. I have 
scarcely known the instance of such an 
one, in my life, that has been unde- 
geived.” 

“If we do but consider what the 
hearts of natural men are, what prin- 
ciples they are under the dominion of, 
what blindness and deceit, what self- 
‘ flattery, self-exaltation, and self-con- 
fidence reign there, we need not at all 
wonder that their high opinion of them- 


selves, and confidence of their happy 
circumstances, be as high and strong 
as mountains, and as violent as a tem. 
pest, when once conscience is blind. 
ed, and convictions killed with false 
high affections, and those foremention- 
ed principles let loose, fed up and 
prompted by false joys and comforts, 
excited by some pleasing imaginations, 
impressed by Satan, transforming him. 
self into an angel of light.” 

“Nothing can be certainly conclu. 
ded concerning the nature of religious 
affections, that any are the subjects of, 
from this, that the outward manifesta- 
tions of them, and the relation persons 
give of them, are very affecting and 
pleasing to the truly godly, and such 
as greatly gain their charity, and win 
their hearts. 

“The true saints have not such a 
spirit of discerning that they can cer- 
tainly determine who are godly, and 
who are not. For though they know 
experimentally what true religion is, in 
the internal exercises of it; yet these are 
what they can neither feel, nor see, in 
the heart of another. There is no- 
thing in others, that comes within their 
view, but outward manifestations and 
appearances; but the scripture plainly 
intimates, that this way of judging 
what is in men by outward appearan- 
ces, is at best uncertain, and liable to 
deceit. They commonly are but poor 
judges, and dangerous counsellors in 
soul cases, who are quick and peremp- 
tory in determining persons’ states, 
vaunting themselves in their extraordi- 
nary faculty of discerning and distin- 
guishing, in these great affairs; as 
though all was open and clear to them. 
They betray one of these three things: 
Either that they have had _ but little 
experience, or are persons of a weak 


judgment; or that they have a great 


degree of pride and self-confidence, 
and so ignorance of themselves. Wise 
and experienced men will proceed 
with great caution in such an affair. 
“The best of men may be deceived, 
when the appearances seem to them 
exceeding fair and bright.” “It has 
been a common thing in the church of 
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sod, for such bright professors, that 
rereceived as eminent saints among 
he saints, to fall away and come to 
jothing. 

Mr. Shepard says, “Be not offend- 
od if you see great cedars fall, stars 
fall from heaven, great professors die | 
and decay: Do not think they be all 
such: Do not think that the elect shall 
fall. Truly,some are such, that when 
they fall, one would think a man truly 
sanctified might fall away, as the Ar 
minians think. They were not of us.” 

“And this we need not wonder at, 
[that is, this coming to nothing, of those | 
who have been esteemed eminent 
saints,| if we consider the things that 
have been already observed; what |! 
hings it has been shown, may appear 
inmen who are altogether graceless. 
Nothing hinders but that all these 
things may meet together in men, and 
yet they be without a spark of grace 
They may have re- 
ligious affections of many kinds togeth- 
er; they may have a sort of affection 
towards God, that bears a great re- 
semblance of dear love to him; and 
so a kind of love to the brethren, and 
great appearances of admiration of 
God’s perfections and works, and sor- 
row for sin, and reverence, submission, 
self-abasement, gratitude, joy, religious 
longings, and zeal for religion and the 
good of souls. And these affections 


imay come after great awakenings and 


convictions of conscience; and there 
may be great appearances of a work 
of humiliation: And counterfeit love 
and joy, and other .affections may 
seem to follow these, and one another, 
just in the same order that is com- 
monly observable in the holy affections 
of true converts. And these religious 
aliections may be carried toa great 


height, and may cause abundance of | 
tears; yea, may overcome the nature of | 


those who are the subjects of them, 
and may make them affectionate, and | 
fervent, and fluent, in speaking of the | 
things of God, and dispose them to be 
abundant in it; and may be attended | 


| 





| 


great impression on their minds; and 
may dispose them with their mouths 
to praise and glorify God, in a very 
ardent manner, and fervently to call 
upon others to praise him, crying out 
of their unworthiness, and extolling 
free grace. And may , Moreover, dis- 
pose them to abound in the external 
duties of religion, such as prayer, hear- 
ing the word preached, singing, and 
religious conference; and these things 
attended with a great resemblance of 
a christian assurance, in its greatest 


| height, when the saints mount on ea- 


gles’ wings, above all darkness and 
doubting. I think it has been made 
plain, that there may be all these, and 
‘yet there be nothing more than the 
/common influences of the Spirit of 
God, joined with the delusions of Sa- 


| tan, and the wicked and deceitful heart. 


To which I may add, that all these 
things may be attended with a sweet 
natural temper, and a good doctrinal 
knowledge of religion, and a long ac- 
quaintance with the saint’s way of talk- 
ing, and of expressing their affections 
and experiences, and a natural ability 
and subtilty in accommodating their 
expressions and manner of speaking to 
ithe dispositions and notions of their 
| hearers, and a taking decency of ex- 
pression and behaviour, formed by a 
good education. How great there- 
fore, may the resemblance be, as to all 
outward expressions and appearan- 
ces, between an hypocrite and a true 
saint!” 
Edward’s Works, Vol. rv. pp. 40—112. 
<sinsniiiptianie 
HINTS TO STUDENTS PREPARING FOR 


THE MINISTRY. 


It has often beena matter of surprise 
to me, that amidst the very laudable 
and zealous efforts which have been 
made to increase the number of la- 
borers in the Lord’s vineyard, so little 


| has been written for the direction of 


| | To those who have become students in 


those who are preparing for the work. 


| Theology, this kind of attention is no 


with many sweet texts of scripture, || doubt, superseded by the particular in- 
ind precious promises, brought with || structions of experienced ministers, and 
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especially, the lectures in our Theo- 
logical Seminaries. But it seems highly 
important that this class of young men 
should be favored, not only with the 
prayers, but with the pious admonitions 
of christians, from the very commence- 
ment of their studies. For the char- 
acter and usefulness of ministers, it 
may be asserted in general, correspond 
very nearly to the habits formed in the 
grammar school and college. Every 
step of the progress of these young 
men, is,in a peculiar manner, connect- 
ed with the prosperity of religion. 
‘The things which are desirable to con- 
stitute the character, are, not only em- 
inent piety and thorough sc holarship, 
but also, a habit of rigid government 
over the passions and appetites—a 
strict regard to propriety in food and 
dress, and a deportment and behaviour, 
so conformed tothe character of Christ, 
that it will every where gain the es- | 
teem and affection of others. It must 
be recollected, that when a young man | 
has set out in this career, he has, in a | 
peculiar sense, consecrated hiniee If to | 
the Lord, with all his possessions and | 
all his actions. Even his daily em- 
ployment, has a direct reference, not | 
to the acquisition of g 
work of the holy ministry. But, at | 
no period of the world, has it been so 
necessary to insist upon these maxims, 
as at the present. Never was. this 


set ona hill,” nor so much exposed to 
the notice of the world. 


gospel laborers. 
community, is called upon to furnish 
the means of their education. For 
this, as well as for other charitable pur- 
poses, every mite, which the pious and | 
benevolent can lay up in store, is put || 
in requisition for the treasury of the 
Lord. From this treasury, a large ' 


proportion of those, now preparing for i 


the ministry, derive their 
support. 


means 
What a solemn duty is it 


to make a proper use of such means! | 


of 


| case, highly censurable. 


gain, but to the | 


And if the solemnity of the duty were | 
not sufficient to enforce it, there is ano- 


ther serious consideration. Those who || cases enough, to "justify the above re- 





|| own resources with the most rigid econ- 
| omy. 
| tempted to imagine, that when he has 
class of young men, so literally “a city || 
| expected gains, or the fruits of his own 
| industry, he may indulge in a degree 
Never was there such a demand for | ) 
The church, as a/| 
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wark 
exist. 
pleas 
tribu 


“contribute of their substance” to re 
plenish the sacred treasury, are nar. 
rowly inspecting the conduct of these 
youth, in orderto ascertain the success 
of their contributions, and determine 
whether these contributions shall be 
continued to promote this object, 
Any improper conduct in the young 
men, or any wasteful expenditures, 
will, of course, have a tendency to 
create disgust. And even men of the 
world, seldom fail to judge correctly 
on this subject. 

As the conduct of beneficiaries is so 
intimately connected with the pros. 
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perity of our education societies, I pro- jj P's 
pose adding a few remarks on this but 
/point. A defect in any part of their fj eve! 
character—a want of industry in ap- ol si 
plying themselves to study—a want oi ff ©OSt 
due respect to their instructors, or afm ste 
want of regularity and constancy in his 
| the performance of moral and religious § CU 
duties, must be considered in ‘the let | 
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If one who 
| is In any degree dependant, incur ex 
|| penses for superfluities in food, in 
|| equipage, or in books, he violates his 
| duty and displeases his benefactors. 
| Nothing ought to be drawn from the 
sacred treasury of christian benevo- 
lence, unless we have first used ou 











The beneficiary is sometimes 
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of profusion. He procures a showy 
and expensive garment. Not content 














| with decency and comfort, he aspires § ¥ 
at elegance in dress. With similar 
| views, he furnishes his library withel- § 
| egant and expensive books. He even § © 
surpasses his fellow-students, who are di 
| living on their own resources, and who, — ® 
altho’ possessed of ample means, are, § ™ 
in many instances, strictly economical, 
| from a sense of duty and from a desire 
|to make the best use of property. 
It is not insinuated, that such an 
abuse of charity, is often discovered, . 
in any great degree; but there are 
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And the evil, as far as it does 
is a serious one. It is not a 


warks. 
exist, 

pleasant thing to a man, who has con- 
tributed liberally to education funds, 
to see beneficiaries, using that money 
more profusely, than he would per- 


mit his own son to do. It has, also, 
an unhappy effect, when these young 
men discover a reluctance, to descend 
to any laborious services, by which 
they might often conveniently relieve 
many of their wants. There is one 
case, where it may be still thought, 
that an appearance of extravagance 
may be justified; viz. when costly 
presents are received from friends.— 
But it is my opinion, that in this case, 
every honest youth will take the side 
of self-denial. He will dispose of the 
costly article, in order to procure 
sreater quantity of those, which suit 
his indigent circumstances. If this 
course would displease his benefactor, | 
let him not accept the present, he will 
do better without it. The cause of be- 
nevolence requires that this careful and 
enlightened circumspection should be 
used. Another object is also promoted | 
by it, even the great end of education. 
It is our object to have the young men 
good scholars, and eminent for piety. 
And it is certainly best attained by 
frugality, industry, and _ self-denial. 
Those who are unwilling to submit 





didates for the ministry. The Lord 
does not call them into his service. 


| 

| 

1 

to such a life, we wish.may not be can- ) 


The indolent, the luxurious, the vain, | 
| therefore recognized by these two dis- 


'| tinouished reformers. 


the prodigal, the avaricious, neither 
make good scholars, nor good chris- 
tians. 

If the directors of education secie- | 
ties, would adopt such regulations as to | 
exclude this class, they would, no 
doubt, have more plentiful resources, 
and they would furnish the church | 
with better ministers. I. K. 


—=10=— 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
ON CHURCH GOVERNMENT. 


Messrs. Eprrors—I am aware that 


the subject of church government has | 
| they were governed by ruling elders. 


been discussed in your paper to a con- 
VOL, III. 
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siderable length, and with some degree 
of ability. The principal arguments 
on both sides seem to have been addu- 
ced. I do not wish to prolong the 
discussion by offering any thing which 
properly touches the merits of the ques- 
tion. It ismy wish merely to remove 
a prejudice against the presbyterian 
form of government, which exists in 
many honest minds, on the ground of 
its supposed novelty. «They suppose 
it has somehow sprung up in modern 
times—that it was unknown to our fa- 
thers and to the protestant churches 
generally, until perhaps a century past. 
I shall attempt to show, that this sup- 
position is not only without foundation, 
but that the very reverse of it is true. 

The Waldenses were Presbyterian 
in their church government. They 
had ruling elders in their churches. 
This is proved by the testimony of 
John Paul Perrin, and by Gillis, two 
credible historians of that people. The 
office of ruling elder is also recognized 
in their confession of faith. 

The Hussites were Presbyterian in 
their form of government. ‘They had 
ruling elders in their churches. 

The Bohemian brethren likewise 
had ruling elders in their churches be- 
fore the reformation, and they distinct- 
ly recognize the office in their confes- 
sion of faith, published in 1535, with 
a preface by Luther himself. 

After the reformation, both the Cal- 
vinistic and Lutheran churches had 
their ruling elders. The office was 


In the confession of Saxony, drawn 
up by Melancthon, in 1551, this class 
| of church officers is likewise recogni- 
| zea Indeed it does appear, tha‘ the 
| Protestant churches generally had their 
rvling elders,except the church of Eng- 
land. 

But it is not my design to detail 
proofs of these facts. My principal 
object in this communication is to 
show that the primitive churches of 
New-England were presbyterian in 
their form of government—that is. that 
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In the Cambridge Platform, which 
was the first, and indeed the only con- 
stitution of church government in New- 
England for about 60 years, the office 
of ruling elder was distinctly recogni- 
zed, as of divine appointment. But 
the Platform shall speak for itself. The 
quotations are taken from Cotton 
Mather’s Magnalia, vol. 2, of the Hart- 
ford edition, printed in 1820. 

This constitution is called a Platform 


of church discipline, gathered out of 


the word of God, and it was agreed 
upon by the synod assembled at Cam- || 
bridge, New-England, 1649. The 
pastors and churches of Connecticut | 
belonged to this synod, and were at the 
time constituent members. 

Page 188, the Platform says: —“Of 
Elders, (who are also in scripture call- 
ed bishops) some attend chiefly to the 
ministry of the word, as the pastors 
and teachers; others attend especially 
unto rule, who are therefore called ru- 
ling elders.” “The ruling elder’s of- 
fice is distinct from the office of pastor 
or teacher. The ruling elders are not 
so called to exclude the pastors and 
teachers from ruling, because ruling 
and governing is common to these with 
the others; whereas attending to teach 
and preach the word is peculiar unto 
the former. ‘The ruling elder’s work 
is to join with the pastor and teacher 
in those acts of spiritual rule which are 
distinct from the ministry of the word 
and sacraments.” 

Page 189,i n reference to minis- || 


ters, ruling elders, and deacons, it | compatible to some only. 
) government of the church 
ficers in the church, is the work of God 


says:—“The instituting of all these of- 


himself, and therefore such officers as 
he hath not appointed are altogeth- 
er unlawful, either to be placed in the 
church, or to be retained therein.” 
Page 192. “Church government 
or rule is placed by Christ in the offi- 
cers of the church, who are therefore 
called rulers. The Holy Ghost fre- 
quently, yea, alwavs, when it mentions 
church rule and church government, 
ascribeth it to'elders; whereas the work 
and duty of the people is expressed in 
the phrase of obeying their elders, and 
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submitting themselves unto them in 
the Lord. So as that itis manifest that 
an organic, or complete church, is a 
body politic, consisting of some that 
erned in the Lord.” 

I repeat, this Platform was the only 
constitution of the churches of New. 
England, from the time it was adopted 
in 1649, till the Saybrook Platform 
was adopted in 1708, by the churches 
of Connecticut. How explicitly the 
Platform speaks upon the subject be. 
fore us, the reader has now opportuni- 
'ty to see for himself. But lest any 
| should still doubt whether the church- 
es of New-England were in fact Pres. 
| byterian in the form of their govern: 
| ment, I will introduce afew more quo- 

tations from the same book. Mag. 
| vol. 2, page 213, we find the determi- 
‘nation of an assembly of ministers at 
Cambridge, upon these two points: 
The power of synods, and the power 
of elders. Ishall quote only what re- 
spects elders. 

They say:—“The power of church 
government belongs only to the elders 
of the church. The names of the el- 
ders in the scriptures are but insignifi- 


cant and unintelligible metaphors, if 


the rule of the church be not only in 
| the hands of its elders. 
| God hath ordered the people to obey 
| the elders of the church, as having the 
| rule over them.” ‘Governments are 
| enumerated among those things in the 
church which all are not, but which are 
| Were the 
as much 
in the brethren as in the elders, then 
the whole body were all eye; which it 
is not.” 

In 1679, a synod convened at Bos- 
ton, called the Reforming Synod, to 
inquire—1st. Where are the evils that 
have provoked the Lord to bring his 
judgments on New-England? 2d. 
What is to be done that those evils 

| may be removed? Page 279, they 
| Say:—“It is requisite that the utmost 
endeavors should be used, in order to 
| a full supply of officers in the church- 
es, according to Christ’s institution. 


are governors, and some that are goy- | 
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Brief Memoir of Wiliam Ward, D. D. 


‘he defect of these churches, on this 
account, is very lamentable; there be- 
ing, in most of the churches, only one 
teaching elder for the burden of the 
whole congregation to lie upon. The 
Lord Christ would not have instituted 
pastors, teachers and ruling elders, 
(nor the apostle ordained elders in ey- 
ery church) if he had not seen there 


S was need of them for the good of his 


people; and therefore for men to think 
they can do well enough without them, 
is both to break the commandment, 


and to reflect upon the wisdom of 


Christ, as if he did appoint unneces- 
sary officers in his church.” 

Here we may remark, that within 
thirty years after the adoption of their 
Platform, in which ruling elders were 
so distinctly recognized, these officers 
were wanting in most of the churches. 
But yet the want of them was viewed 
by this synod as a lamentable defect; 
and the office was as distinctly ac- 
knowledged to be of divine appoint- 
ment as it ever had been. The truth 
s, that at the time the Platform was 
adopted, there was some opposition, 
and this opposition had increased, and 
so far prevailed in many of the church- 
es by that time, as to prevent the ap- 
pointment of elders. It is probable, 
however, that a large majority contin- 
ued to be presbyterian in sentiment, 
even in many of those churches where 
for peace’ sake they did not have ruling 
elders. When the Saybrook Platform 
wis adopted in Connecticut, it appears 
that there were in that colony, many 
Presbyterians. The Platform itself is 
a kind of compromise between Pres- 
byterians and Congregationalists. It 
contains this clause:-—‘*Whereas di- 
verse are of opinion that there is also 
the office of ruling Elders, who labor 
not in word and doctrine, and others 
think otherwise; we agree that this dif- 
ference make no breach among us.” 

I invite the reader now to consider 


E whether there be not the strongest pos- 


sible presumptive evidence, that the fa- 
thers of the New-England churches 
were Presbyterians before they came 
‘0 this country. They came hither for 
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the sake of enjoying religious liberty, 
and here they did enjoy it. Can we 
then suppose, that in such circumstan- 
ces, they formed a system of church 
government different from what they 
had desired, and believed to be right? 
i think not—and we have seen that 
the first constitution of their churches 
was Presbyterian. 

I will introduce one quotation more, 
just to show what were the sentiments 
of Cotton Mather himself on the sub- 
ject. He says, Mag. vol. 2, page 570, 
“Where churches have some hundreds 
of souls under their discipline, but the 
single pastors are not strengthened by 
consistories of elders, or an agreeable 
number of wise, and good, and grave 
men, chosen to join with the pastor in 
that part of his work which concerns 
the well ordering of his flock, their dis- 
cipline will by degrees be utterly lost— 
the grossest offénders will by degrees, 
and through parties, be scarce to be 
dealt withal.” 

I now leave it to the reader to judge 
whether the Presbyterian form of 
church government ought to be regard- 
ed as a modern innovation, and reject- 
ed on that ground, without a candid 
investigation of the claims which it 
prefers. Let prejudice be removed, 
and the evidence with which truth is 
always accompanied, will prevail. 


A PILGRIM. 


— IJ 
From the Christian Herald. 


BRIEF MEMOIR OF WM. WARD, D. D. 


Late, one of the Missionaries at Seram- 
pore, East Indies. 


The name of Wirtt1am Warp, is 
dear to the friends of missions in eve- 
ry country. By his visit to the Uni- 
ted States, he became greatly encear- 
ed to American Christians, and they 
will cherish his memory as long as 
humble piety, earnest zeal, and chris- 
tian excellence constitute the legitimate 
objects of esteem and love. It was 
our privilege to announce his arrival 
in our city in 1820, and state the ob- 
jects of his visit to this country, and on 


many other occasions our readers have 
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been made acquainted with his labors 
in the cause of Christ. His lamented 
death was mentioned in a late num- 
ber, and we shall now add some no- 
tice of his Ife, collected principally 
from the latest English publications. 
Mr. Ward was a native of Derby, 
where he was born October 20, 1769. 
His mother was a pious woman, who 
received her first religious impressions 
under the discourse of a female Qua- 
ker, who preached in the town-hall of 
that place. Mr. Ward had the advan- 
tage of maternal counsel and example; 
and it is believed became, while young, 
the subject of converting grace, and 
was made a partaker of the unsearch- 


able riches of that Gospel which he ; 


was appointed to preach among the | 
Gentiles. In early life he was brought | 
up to the printing business, and while 
a youth was united to the Baptist 
church at Hull; by which it being soon 
perceived that he possessed promising 
talents for the ministry, he was encour- 


aged to devote himself to that work, | 
and was placed under the care of the 
| 


late Rev. Dr. Fawcett, of Ewood Hall, 


The writer of the interesting me- 
moirs of that excellent and useful man, 
gives the following honorable testimo- 


ny tothe conduct and character of Mr. | 


Halifax, for literary instruction. | 
| 
Ward: “A residence of about a year | 
| 


and a half at Ewood Hall, endeared 
Mr. Ward as much to the family, as | 
his exertions in behalf of the heathen, | 
have raised him in the esteem of the | 
public. ‘They witnessed the first ap- 

pearance of that missionary spirit | 
which induced him afterwards to re- | 
linquish every other engagement for | 
this sacred cause. : 
ful employment was to preach in ham- | 
lets wherever he could collect a con- | 
gregation; and by the dispersion of | 
short tracts, &c. to lead careless, as | 
well as inquiring souls, to a serious at- | 
tention to the best things.” 

Mr. Fuller, also, in his valuable me- 
moirs of good Mr. Pearce, of Birming- 
ham, says: “The congregation at Can- 
on-street was supplied for several 
months hy Mr. Ward, who has since 
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va e 
in heaven will be made by the scene 


| here. 


His most delight- ) 


| 


gone as a. missionary to India. 


Here 


that amiable young man became inti. 
mately acquainted with Mr. Pearce 
and conceived a most affectionate es. 
teem for him.” | 

Mr. Pearce had also formed a stronp 


attachment to Mr. Ward. This wil 
appear from the following extracts oj 


a letter addressed to him just befor 
| 


tionately do I thank you for your let. 
| ter,so full of information and of friend. 
‘ship. To our common Friend, who 
| is gone into heaven, where he ever sit 
| teth at the right hand of God for us, | 
|commend you. Whether I die or live, 
| God will take care of you till he ha 
ripened you for the common salvation, 
Then shall I meet my dear brother 
Ward again; and who can tell hoy 
much more interesting our intercours 


| 
| 


that most distress our poor spirit 
| “Alas! I shall see you no more. | 
‘cannot be at Olney on the 7th of May. 
|The journey would be my death. Bu 
the Lord whom you serve will be with 
you then, and for ever. My love ti 
all the dear assembled saints, whi 
_ will give you their benedictions at tha 
solemn season. 
Ever yours, &c. a. Fs 
Before Mr. Carey’s departure fo 


' India, he addressed Mr. W. to the fok 
\ lownig effect: “If the Lord bless us 
| we shall want a person of your busi 


| ness to print the scriptures: | hope yo 
t will come after us.” This hint seems 
'tohave remained on Mr. Ward’s miné. 
and the Committee of the Baptist Mis 
| sionary Society, hearing of his incline 
tion to go to India, invited him to a 
tend a ministers’ meeting at Kittering, 
| in Oct. 1798. 

_ Onthe 7th of May, 1799, he was 
solemnly designated, with Mr. Bruny 
| den, to the work of a missionary it 
‘India, at Olney. The work of the 


j 
| 
| 


| 


|, day was accompanied with fasting and 
| prayer. 

On this occasion Mr. Ward remark 

ed: “In complying with this invita 

| tion, I gave up all other prospects, and 


his departure for India: “Most affect 
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devoted myself to that of attempting 
to bless a nation of heathens. Since 
that time, my peacesand joy in God 
have more and more abounded. Duty 
and pleasure have, in my employ- 
ment, gone hand inhand. Sometimes 
[ have been enabled to say, 


| 


«“Nojov can be compared to this, 
‘¢To serve and please the Lord. *% 

“In his strength, therefore, I would 
go forth, borne up by your prayers, 
hoping that two or three stones at 
least may be laid of the foundation of 
Christ’s kingdom in India, nothing 
doubting but that the fair fabric will 
rise from age to age, till time shall be 
no more.” 

A passage had been provided in the 
Criterion, an American ship, captain 
Wickes; they left the river, May 24, 
1799. They landed safely at Calcat- 
ta, Oct. 113 but were under the neces- 
sity of proceeding to Serampore, a 
Danish settlement. 

From Serampore they wrote to Mr. 
Carey, and in a few days after, Mr. 
Ward and Mr. Fountain went to visit || 
him at Mudnabatty; and found that 
allthe interest he could make was not 
sufficient to induce the Supreme Gov- 
ernment at Bengal to sufler the newly- | 
arrived missionaries to settle in the |) 
British territories. Mr. Carey at length 
resolved, notwithstanding it would | 
prove a "hoe to the society of £500, 
to listen to Mr. Ward’s entreaties to 
join them; and thus the seat of the mis- 
sion was removed to Serampore. Here | 
the missionaries knew they would re- 
ceive protection from the Danish gov- | 
ernment, whilst the great ends of the 
mission, particularly the printing of ; 
the scriptures, were likely to be an- 
swered at Serampore better than they |) 
would have been at Mudnabatty. 

In August, 1801, Mr. W ard, ac- 
companied by Khristna-Pal, the first 
converted Hindoo, who had begun to 
converse with his idolatrous neighbors 
respecting the Gospel, made a mission- 
ary tour to certain parts of the coun- 
try from whence persons had come 
for religious instruction, preaching and | 
distributing papers as*they proceeded. 


a 


accounts of the society, 
‘not room to detail them here. 


| deep commisseration. 
| visited many parts of England, 





Mr. Ward entered upon his labors 


‘at Serampore with great ardor, and 
during the year 1800 had the pleas« 
‘ure of printing the New Testament in 
| Bengalee. 


On December 22d of that 
year, he thus describes an event which 
excited the greatest astonishment, and 
called forth the warmest emotions of 


his heart in gratitude to God; this was 
what he calls the breaking of “the in- 
'fernal chain of Cast.” 


The missionary labors of Mr. W ard, 
have been detailed in the nein 
but we have 


In June, 1819, Mr. Ward arrived 
in England, and attended the Anni- 


versary of the Baptist missionary so- 


ciety at. Great Queen-street Chapel. 
His address, after the sermon. produ- 


| ced a powerful impression. He preach- 


ed in the evening at Zion Chapel toa 
crowded auditory, from Eph. ii. 12. 
“Without God in the world.” The 


‘awful description which he gave in 
this ser mon of the “abominable idola- 


tries” of the pagans in India excited 
He afterwards 
Scot- 
‘land, and Wales, preaching and col- 
lecting for the C ollege at Ser ampore. 


He also visited Holland and America, 


| | collecting for the missionary branch of 


the College for educating pious Hindoo 
| youth, members of churches, for the 
| ministry. 

Mr. W. arrived at New-York on the 
2d of November, 1820. Christians of 


| different denominations received him 


with the most respectful attention, and 
'opened their churches fer him to lay 
before them the claims of the Seram- 
‘pore College. He travelled through 
‘many of the States, and collections 
' were made to aid his object. Having 
| Spent nearly five months in this coun- 
try, in which he had been gre atly in- 
| strumental in awakening a missionary 
| spir it, and arousing the attention of 
iC hristians to the perishing condition of 
| | the heathen, he closed his public labors 
'in America, on aaa morning, the 
25th of March, 1821, in the Baptist 
| meeting-house in Fayette-street, On 


2 








this occasion he preached from Eph. 
H. 12. “Wehout God in the world;” 
and after an able and learned exposi- 


tion of the text, he made a powerful ap- |) 


peal to the minds and consciences of || 


his attentive and numerous audience, |; 
in behalf of forty millions of protessed 
atheists, which the Burman empire is 
estimated to contain. After the ser- 
mon a collection was taken to aid the | 
Awerican Baptist Mission in Burmah. 
Mr. W. then made a short, affecting 
farewell address to the audience, as re- 
presenting the whole body of his Chris- 
tien friends in the United States, for 
whose kind attentions he expressed the 
liveliest cratitude,as well as for the lib- 
eral contributions they had made to the 
object of his mission. We shall not 
soon forget this parting scene. In al- 
most every eve stood the tear, silently 
expressive of the strong attachment 


which all felt to this beloved herald of 


the Cross. He descended the pulpit, | 
and, accompanied by a few friends, | 
proceeded to the boat, and took his 
departure from our shores. 


The following notice of the last hours of 
Dr. Ward, is from the Missionary Herald for 


December. 


On the Sabbath preceding his death, | 
he was at Calcutta, and preached in 
the evening there from, “Lead us not 
into temptation,” in so searching a 
manner, as to attract particular notice. 
He also attended the monthly prayer- | 
meeting held on Monday evening at 
the Lall-Bazar Chapel, after having 
spent the day in visiting, for the last 
time, the flock he so much loved. 

On Tuesday morning March 4th, 
he returned to Serampore in the boat 
with Mrs. Marshman, and on the way 
up read to her a number of extracts 
from Brainerd, making such remarks 
occasionally as suffic iently evidenced 
the state of his mind. He appeared 
quite well the whole of that day, as 
well as the next, Wednesday the 5th, 
in the evening of which he preached 
in the Mission Chapel at Serampore 
the weekly lecture, intended chiefly for 
the youth there for education, from 
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Ward. 


Mark xvi, 16. “He that believeth 
| and is baptized shall be saved, and he 
'that believeth not shall be damned.” 

No one suspected that this was the 
| last message he had to deliver in his 
Great Master’s name; but the close 
and poignant manner in which he ad. 
dressed them, seemed to excite un. 
usual attention. It was particularly 
recollected, that in the course of his 
sermon while he was exhibiting Christ 
-as the only Savior, he repeated the 

following verse: 


F 
| 
| 


The best obedience of my hands, 
Da: es not appear betore thy throne; 
But faith can auswer thy demands, 
By pleading what my Lord has done— 
-and to impress it the more firmly on 
his audience, he repeated the verse a 
_ second time. ‘The earnest affection 
_with which he prayed for the salvation 
of his own children in his last prayer, 
was particularly remarked. 
He retired to bed about ten quite in 
-as good health as usual; but about five 
‘in the morning of Thursday, the 6th, 
he felt himself affected with a bowel 
-complaint, and instead of taking his 


.|| morning ride as usual, he returned to 


| bed for an hour. At the weekly meet- 
ing for prayer, however, which he and 
| his sdieen established more than 
twenty-two years ago, and which, 
‘amidst every discouragement and d 
| 'fliction, has not, we be lie ve, been omit- 


!! ted for three weeks in the course of 


these twenty-two years, he united with 

_his brethren and sisters as usual. Thus 
_after more than twenty: three years’ la- 
bor in promoting this object in the most 
assiduous and intense manner perhaps 
ever known, he closed his public life 
| by uniting in prayer with his brethren 
for the continuance of the Divine bles- 
'sing on the work. 

After the prayer-meeting, which 
| from the beginning has been held at 
seven in the morning, he break fasted 
with his brethren and sisters at Dr. 
Marshman’s, where it has been for ma- 
| ny years the custom for all, with any 
friend occasionally at the Mission- 
house, to breakfast together afterwards, 
and converse on the things which re- 
late to the advancement of the king- 
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dom of God around them. He enter- | 
ed so much into discourse of this na- 
ture that morning, that no one suspect- 


Bod him to be at all ill, beyond his ha- 


ving a slight bowel complaint, with 


him not uncommon. He went into the | 


Printing-oflice as usual about ten, and 
among various letters on business, he | 
wrote to the brethren Peggs and Bamp- 
ton at Cuttack in the course of the | 
forenoon, the following extract from 
which was sent to his afflicted family 


Sin an affectionate letter from Mrs. | 


Pegs, dated the 14th March, the | 
day after they had received from Dr. 
Marshman the melancholy tidings of | 
his removal.—‘ In his last note to 
us dated March the 6th, he says, ‘ How 
do you feel in your desires after the Ho- 
ly Spirit? We can have no hope of 


success but as we are brought to a be- 


lieving dependence upon his influ- | 
ences, and an earnest solicitude to ob- 
tain them. Oh how I should like to 
be among you, though only for one 
hour, to sing a hymn with my dear sis- 
ters and brethren Peggs and Bampton. 
What hymn should we choose, ‘ Jesus 
with all thy saints above?’—or ‘ Jesus 
[love thy charming name?’?” = Mrs. 
Peggs properly adds, “ We see by this 
note what a happy frame of mind he 
was in just before he was taken ill.” 
He had indeed been really ill of the 
Cholera many hours before he wrote 
this note, although he was scarcely 
aware of it, and. continued so assidu- 
ously pursuing that work of his dear 
Redeemer to which he had for so ma- 
ny years devoted every moment of his 
life, not spent in sleep or refreshment. 
About eleven Dr. Marshman going in- 
to the office and thinking he looked 
very ill,earnestly questioned him on the 
subje ct. Our beloved brother then told 
him, that he had been quite ill in the 
morning with a bowel complaint, and 
imputed it to his having taken a little 
cold during the night. Dr. M. then 
begged him not to neglect this com- 
plaint, but to have instant recourse to 
medicine. r. M. however had not 


the least idea of its being the Cholera. 
a he had not then heard of his having 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|| to his own room. 


| 


ee 
ce 


| thrown up any thing, which is one of 
1 the symptoms usually accompanying 
this disease. The day atter his death 
however, he learned with unspeakable 
pain, that he had thrown up much 
bile even before breakfast. 

Our lamented brother continued to 
go on doing business in the printing- 
office til! past twelve, in which inter- 
val he wrote the iden rr to brethren 
Peges and Bampton from which the 
quotation is taken which so fully dis- 
covers the happy state of his mind. 
After this he began a letter to the Rot- 
terdam Bible Socie ty; which was 
found unfinished on his desk after his 


| death, from which it appeared that be- 


fore he had finished the second line, 
he was constrained to desist and retire 
Respecting his 
state then, the following particulars 
have been kindly given us by his eld- 
est daughter: 

“When my dear father came from 
the office and reclined on the sofa, ] 
was Sitting in the same room writing a 
letter, and my mother was busily en- 
gaged in another room. I supposed 
he was fatigued, and said nothing 
about his lying down. When on the 
sofa he in his usual affectionate way 
asked me, what I was doing; to which 
[ replied, “writing a letter.” He was 
cheerful, and said something which oc- 
casioned us both to smile. Some time 
after Mr. Solomon came in and in- 
formed him that his child was just 
dead of the Cholera: my beloved fa- 
ther assured him of his sympathy and 
gave directions to another native bro- 
ther to see that a coffin was made for 
the child, adding, “1 fear I have some- 
thing of the Cholera myself.” This 
startled me; for this was the first inti- 
mation I had of his being ill. IT asked 
him to let me send for the doctor. He 
replied, “No child, ’tis nothing of con- 
sequence.” Flappily however I did not 
wait for his leave; but wrote to the 
doetor, begging he would call imme- 
diately to see my father. He came 
and my father again repeated his fears 
that he had a slight attack of the 
Cholera. The doctor told bins. dee 
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was no reason to think so, and said he 
would send him some medicine. 
before the doctor came, I went and 
told my mother that I feared my dear |, 
father was seriously ill. She was 
alarmed, and asked him how he felt; 
to which he replied, ‘not well,” as — 
appearing to appre ‘hend any ‘bias 
It being dinner time, and my father || 
being asleep, we thought it best to 
leave him, as he seemed anxious to re- 
main quiet. As soon as dinner was 
over, | came into the room where we 
had left him asleep; but not finding 
him there, I went into the next room. 
Some minutes after | heard him make 
a noise as if calling some one. I 
approached him and asked what he 
wanted; to which he replied, “No- 
thing child, only I feel very ill.” I 
immediately ran to my mother, beg- 
ging her to come to my father. She 
came and learning from him that he 
had the cramp, and feeling his hands 
cold, she burst into tears and kindly 
remonstrated with him for having con- 
cealed his state so long. He begged }, 
her to make herself easy, adding,“Call || 


brother Carey and brother Meade! 
man.” Tran instantly to do this and 
in a few minutes the alarm spread 


through the premises, and brought the 
brethren and sisters from every side. 
Dr. Mundt had come again and seeing 
the disorder gain ground, prescribed 
and applied what it seemed immedi- 
ately to require.” 

While Dr. Carey, and the sisters 
were occupied about our brother, Dr. 
Marshman took the boat and — 
the river to Barrackpore, to bring 
more medical aid. Meeting with Dr. 
Grierson at home, who has succeeded | 
Dr. Chalmers there, and who kindly 
attended Dr. Carey about three months | 
before, he brought him over with him. 
Dr. Grierson coincided with 
Mundt respecting its being the Chole- 
ra, and among other things they pre- 
scribed a hot bath. This he took a- 
bout six in the evening, and seemed 
greatly refreshed; but felt exceedingly 
inclined to sleep or at least to doze. 


The medical gentlemen then intreated | 


Just | 


Dr. | 
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that he might be left to himself in tig 
hope of his getting a little sleep, adq 
| ing that this would do more for hin 
than any medicine they could give 
* consequence of this, Mrs. Ward anj 
all his brethren and sisters refraine; 
from conversation with him on th 
a of hismind; and remained waitin 
| the issue in a state of suspense whic 
| words cannot easily describe. 
About nine in the evening he tol 
Mrs. Ward that he felt himself sensibh 
|| better and was notin any kind of pair 
This excited great hope that he woul 
be able to obtain sleep during the nigh 
Four or five therefore remaining wit 
him, among whom was our young bri 
ther, Mr. Brunsden, who watched wit! 
him during the whole of his illness a 
'ason over a father, and Mr. William 
/son, who being acquainted with medi 
| cine himself assisted with the two med 
‘ical gentlemen in consultations respec 
| ting him, and remained with him con 
| 
| 





| 


tinually to see their prescriptions ad 
ministered; the rest retired. Our de 
ceased brother remained quiet ant 
free from pain, apparently sleeping 
till about ten at night, when he com 
| plained of a pain in the right side, par 
| ticularly when he turned himself. Mr 
| Williamson immediately went to Dr 
| 


| 





Mundt to consult him. He adviseda 
fomentation of the side if the pail 
should continue. 
cave immediate relief. With this ex 
| ception he was free from pain and per 

fectly quiet during the night, appear 

ing in a dozing state and saying noth 
| ing, Mrs. Ward and his brethren, from 
| the fear of preventing his obtaining 
| sleep, still forbearing to converse with 
him. 

As in the morning there appeared 
very considerable hope of his recove: 
iry, Dr. Carey went to Calcutta in the 
course ame college duty as ge and 


| 
i} 








1 river for ‘Dr. Grierson shat he might 


assist in consulting relative to his case. 
| On Dr. G’s. arrival, the medical gen- 
| tlemen recommended an injection, as 

the calomel he had taken during the 
It was 


night, had producedno eflect. 


This was tried, and 
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tin thy noped that this would have relieved 
»» addin greatly; and that as he had for 
‘or hing; many hours been free from pain, 
1 give ye would immediately have felt better. 
rd any, Grierson indeed said, that he tho’t 
Irainedl ere was no cause of alarm respecting 
_ is case; and to Mrs. Ward’s inquiry, 
Waiting pur dear brother himself said, that he 
whic mae ss. an : 
et better. ‘This injection however 
produced no effect; but he still contin- 
inued quiet and easy. Another in- 
ection was then prescribed, but by 
he time it was ready, he appeared so 
yeak that his medical attendants for- 
hore to administer it. He was still 
= Witherfectly free from pain however; and 
8 roe; late as ten in the morning, we had 
d wit opes of his recovery. But about e- 
SS @even, Mrs. Ward offering him some- 
Mian hing directed to be given, he gently 
medi ut it away with his hand, and with a 
Medeich said, “Oh dear;”—which were 
“SPCGBhe last words he was heard to utter. 
' ©OMThough he continued perfectly quiet 
Ss adi nd apparently free from pain, about 
w deh velve his pulse declined so much as 
alo take away all hope; and about five 
P!S8in the afternoon, he ceased to breathe; 
Colfin so imperceptible a manner, howev- 
Pater. that we for some moments were 
“'dscarcely aware that his happy spirit 
> Difad left itstenement of clay. Dr. Carey 
sed had returned about an hour previously. 
Puli His step-son Mr. John Fountain, to 
40 vhom he had ever been the father, and 
> OMr. B. W. Marshman, had arrived 
PB from Calcutta to see him, six or seven 
°@Bhours before his departure, but he was 
Oth oo far gone fully to recognize them. 
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roll Thus in the fifty-fourth year of his 
NneBage, and the twenty-fourth of his mis- 
with sionary labors at Serampore, departed 
red ome of the most faithful, disinterested, 


and arduous laborers in the vineyard 
VE of his Glorious Redeemer, that India 
thei has ever seen. 
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the Messrs. Editors, 

ght Please to give the following notice a place 
in your useful publication, and you will grati- 
seal fy the feelings of friends, and perhaps pros 


he Mote the cause of religion. 
‘sy Died, at Exeter, in the county of Ot- 


sego, N. ¥. on the 26th of July 1823, 
VOL. IIL. 


Memoir of Miss Phillips. 


25 


Miss Tempa Phillips, second daugh- 
ter of Mr. John Phillips, now of Coop- 
erstown, after a short, but very dis- 
tressing illness, aged 27 years and 4 
days. Miss Phillips was born in 
Woodstock, Conn. on the 22d of July, 
1796. In August, 1797, her parents 
removed to Exeter. In July, 1806, 
the Congregational Church in this 
place, was formed, and her parents be- 
came members; and in September, of 
the same year, they devoted her, with 
four other children, to the Lord in 
baptism. But, notwithstanding her 
dedication to God, she lived as others 
until the summer of 1820, when the 
Lord was graciously pleased to visit 
this place with a revival of religion; 
in which numbers were convinced of 
thew lost and ruined state by nature, 
and were brought to trust in Christ. 
Amgng others, the subject of this me- 
moir, was brought under very deep 
and pungent conviction of sin, and 
made-very sensibly to feel her ruined 
condition. Her distress was so great, 
and of so long continuance,that it affect- 
ed her bodily health, and her friends 
were led to fear that she might fall in- 
to adecline. But at length the Lord, 
as she trusted, was pleased to show 
mercy, and grant her the consolation 
of hislove. And on the 16th of July, 
1820, she, with several others, were 
on examination received, with the full 
approbation of the church, to their fel- 
lowship and communion. Soon after 
her union with the church, she felt a 
deep concern for the perishing heathen, 
especially for the Indians, and wished 
to devote herself to the service of God 
among them; but, through the unwill- 
ineness of her friends to part with her, 
she was induced to defer offering her- 
self to that service for a season, yet 
appears never, until the close of her 
life, to have wholly relinquished the 


| hope, that a door might be opened for 


her to labor in the missionary field. 
Though she always appeared to feel 
the importance of religion herself, so 
far as the writer was acquainted with 
her, yet the cares of the world pre 
vented her appearing as much engas 
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ged in the cause of Christ, as might 

otherwise have been expected from 

her. Owing to peculiar circumstan- 

ces in her father’s family, which was 

large, the whole care and management 

of its domestic concerns devolved on 

her; and these she conducted with 

a good degree of prudence. She 

seemed to feel much for the spiritual 

interests of the younger members of 
the family who were under her care. 

She was a constant attendant, on the 

Sabbath, at the house of God. And, 
on the last Sabbath of her life, after 
meeting with God’s people three times, 
she devoted a season in the evening to 
the catechising of her younger brother 
and sisters. Would to God, that all 
who have the care of children did, in 
this thing imitate her example; for 
then should we see the religion of Je- 
sus flourish in the world. Miss Phil- 
lips was indeed far from perfection; 
and no doubt those who live upon the 
failings of Christians, might discover 
much to gratify their spleen; yet per- 
haps she did, on the whole, give as 
good evidence of a change of heart, as 
many who may think themselves far 
better Christians. Certainly the clos- 
ing scene of her life evidenced to those 
who saw her, that she had a hope be- 
yond this world. Inthe morning of the 
day on which she died, she called all 
her brothers and sisters to her, and 
warned them, individually, to prepare 
for death while in health, assuring 
them that the situation in which’ she 
then was, was a very unsuitable one 
in which to become reconciled to God 
—that a sick bed was no place to pre- 
pare for eternity. She took leave of 
her mother, warning her to be faithful. 

Her father being absent, she said to | 
her mother, “If I should not live to 
see my dear father again, give my sin- 
cere respects to him; and tell him to 
be faithful and see that he is not de- | 
ceived.” After having taken leave of 
Six sisters, two brothers, her mother, 
and some other members of the fami- | 


ly, and spoken of her father, seeing || 


them weeping, she said, “mourn not 
for me, but for vourselves.’ : 
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She then || son to hope that death to her is gain— 
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conversed with her brother-in-law, an¢ 
requested him to pray with her, saying 
she would be as quiet as she could, 
She also said to those around her “Je, 
sus is here, take hold of him while you 
can.” She was quite calm during 
prayer. Afterwards her distress came 
on; she was put intoa warm bath, an( 
bled. Being taken from the bath, an( 
laid upon the bed, she was much eX: 
hausted, but more easy, and said, 


or 
and 
ci 
vol 
scel 


he 


fv 
\ 
Jesus can make a dying bed 

Feel soft as downy pillows are, 
Whilst on his breast [ lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there 


Soon after, the attending physician 
left her, persuaded he could do ng 
more for her. Between 8 and 9 0. 
clock, she was thought to be dying 
her distress was very great, but i 
seemed to abate a little; she though 
she could unite in prayer, and was de 
sirous that the writer should pray with 
her. He kneeled at her bedside amid 
weeping friends, and endeavored to 
commend her soul to God in a shor 
prayer. She had a distressed tun 
during prayer; after this she revived 
a little, and her pains appeared to be 
not quite so severe. But she was stil 
restless; and being asked, if she wish. 
ed for the doctor, she replied, “O no, 
Jesus, Jesus is my physician.” After 
a little pause, she said, “Jesus is com 
ing, Jesus, Jesus, come quickly ani 
take me.” Shortly after in the faul 
tering accents of death, she broke out, 
singing, 

Nothing but sin 1 can thee give, 

-Or have thee given; 

Nothing but love can I receive,~— 
and soon after she said, ‘Heaven. 
How composed! Being asked if she 
was willing to die, she said, O yes, 0 
| yes. She said nothing after this, tha 
i was distinctly understood, except ‘be 

hold the kingdom of God;’ then calmly 
breathing out her life as on her Savior's 
breast, she Ceparted frdm this trouble 
'| some "world, five minutes past 1! 
o’clock, A. M.: leaving this consol 
tion to surviving friends,—that though 
|| their loss is great, they have good rea 
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nat while they are mourning here be- 


an ; , 

a angels in the presence of her Redeem- 

r i or, Though her distress was great, 

<< Je. and friends were weeping around her, 
. could not but think the following 
your ; of Young, as applicable to the 

ring yords of Young, as applicable to the 

amempeene before me: 

and Mme be chamber where the good man meets his 

) 













fate, 

s privileg’d beyond the common walk 

f virtuous life, quite in the verge of heaven. 
May God sanctify this stroke to all 
he members of the family, and enable 
hem to attend to her dying counsel. 
And let her acquaintance bury all her 
mperfections with her in the grave, 
and commit their own souls to that Je- 
sus, in whom they have reason to be- 
ieve that she hath found rest—Comm. 
Clo 


As the attention of the Christian pub- 
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uel ic is turned towards that lately despised 
withEpoople, the Jews, every item of intelli- 
amijeegence relating to them at the present 
ed tommay, is read with eagerness. The fol- 
shor{Mowing facts, selected from the ‘‘Chris- 













ian Herald’? for December last, is re- 
lete with interest:— 


Early last year, Mr. SArcGon visi- 
ed the “BLACK” and “wHiTrE” JEws 
in the interior of Cocutn, and com- 
municated the results of his inquiries 
0 the Madras Committee of the Lon- 
on Society for promoting Christianity 
mong the Jews. After some account 
of his journey to Chinotta, he ob- 
serves: 

On entering the synagogue, I ob- 
served a young man who could read 
well the Hebrew, and understand it tol- 
rably. We engaged in conversation, 
and the rest of the people were stand- 
ing by and hearing us with the utmost 
attention. 

But you must not expect, my dear 
Sir, that knowledge and understand- 
ing of the Scriptures among this poor, 
insulated, and ignorant people, you 
fnd in more favored communities, 
where the opportunities of obtaining 
iMormation by a free intercourse are 
general. 
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After that I addressed myself to the 


ow, she is rejoicing with saints and || elders, and asked them if they kept 
} any history, books, or chronicles, in 


their Synagogue. One of them, who 
appeared to be more aged than the 
rest, replied that an ancestor of theirs 
had a book, which he brought with 
him when they came out to India from 
Jerusalem, after the destruction of the 
Second Temple, and that book con- 
tained every account of their history 
and traditions since the beginning, (of 
the world) continued down to their ar- 
rival on this coast, but which they 
lost at the destruction of Cranganore. 
He declared that, according to the 
book in question, they (the black Jews) 
are as truly the children of Isra 
(Gen. xxxii. 28,) as the white Jews; 
and that they had a cohen (or priest) 
who came out with them from Judea, 
who was buried in this place, (Chinot- 
ta,) named Aaron Cohen, and some 
of whose descendants by the female 
side he pointed out as then standing be- 
fore us; that this Cohen had two sons, 
but both died—one became deranged, 
and the other was dumb: that howev- 
er, ‘the ancient sepulchres were de- 
stroyed by Hyder, during his war with 
the native princes, who likewise des- 
troyed and burnt many of their Syna- 
gogues, killed some of their people, 
and made others captives, and the 
rest took refuge at different places in 
these parts: that they had a brass plate 
and various books, which they had 
preserved and kept in this (Chinotta) 
Synagogue, from whence the white 
Jews came with power and took away 
from them, when the Dutch were in 
possession of Cochin: that the white 
Jews had the Rajahs as well as the 
Dutch in their favor, who put the 
black Jews under the jurisdiction of. 
the white Jews: that they greatly re- 
pent themselves of having foolishly 
adopted, on their first arrival at Cran- 
ganore, the dress, habits, and customs, 
in every respect, of the Hindoos. 
“We came to the Malabar coast,” 
continued the old man, “long before 
the white Jews, and our chief was Jo- 


| seph Rabban, whose name is on the 
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brass plate. There were altogether 
seventy-two families of the black Jews. 
The white Jews had intercourse with 
us, and we had likewise intermarria- 
ges with each other.” (I have since, 
upon diligent inquiry, found that the 
circumstance of the intermarriages is 
true, but confined solely to some Ara- 
bian Jews at the time alluded to, and 
of no further extent.) Subsequently 
the great man among the white Jews, 
Ezekiel Rahaby by name, had been 
honoured by visits from the Dutch 
governors and Malabar princes, and 
from that period the black Jews have 
been entirely degraded, and subjected 
to the power of the white Jews; and 
that was the time when the black 
Jews were separated totally from all 
communion with the white Jews, who 
placed Nasis, or governors, over them, 
until some time beforethe late war be- 
tween the English and the Rajahs of 
Travancore and Cochin in the year 
1809. ‘That they have no written ac- 
count of what is here mentioned, but 
they received it from oral tradition, 
and recite it from memory; besides, 
they have possessed no learned peo- 
ple among them latterly, to record 
these things. The old man added, 
that the white Jews even prevented 
the black Jews from writing to the 
Jews of other countries; and if any 
J-ws came from other places, they 
hindered them from going to visit 
them—exclusive of which, should for- 
eiga Jews see them in such dresses, 
and following the customs they have 
unfortunately adopted from the natives, 
they would think they belonged to 
some other nation, instead of being 
Jews, and would of course abhor to go 
amongst them. Moreover, as the 
black Jews had not many females a- 
mong them, they did buy the native 
women, who had female children, and 
made their offspring free, and married 
them afterwards. Thus they inter- 
mixed with the natives, and became 
such as they. On the other hand, 
when they made their slaves’ male 
offspring free, they gave them their fe- 
males to wife, and in three or four gen- 


Intelligence relating to the Jews. 








erations considered them as blac 
Jews; but there was a diflerence made, 
such as “that they could not wea 
sandals, as the other black Jews; wey 
considered as inferior to the othe 
black Jews, and distinctly separate; 
from all kinds of offices in their syna, 
gogue; they could only marry amon 
themselves; and could not be publi 
readers in the Synagogue, nor go w 
to read in the Sepher Torah, or Book 
of the Law.” 

From all the foregoing, and for oth. 
er reasons, [ conclude that the black 
Jews are partly of the long lost ten 
tribes, and partly of those proselyted 
to Judaism after the white Jews arr 
ved at Cranganore. I should hav 
entered further into conversation with 
this old man, if he had not himself de 
clined a free communication with me, 
When one closely converses wit) 
these people, in order to inquire ini 
their state, they appear soon to feel; 
kind of suspicion and fear, which pre. 
vents their giving a proper account di 
themselves. 

At a subsequent period Mr. Sargon 
established schools tor the Jewish chil 
dren, and 116 had been admitted a 
the last dates. ‘Thomas Jarrett, Esq, 
the Society’s correspondent at Madras 
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states that Mr. Sargon’s “continued - 
welcome by the Jews at Cochin ie. 
highly gratifying.” “The tomb-stone,’ um) 
says Mr. J. “of one of the ‘Beni Is . 
rael,’ found at Cochin, and the inquifty °° 
ries Mr. Sargon was directed to make . 
respecting the inscription thereon, has , 
led to the discovery of a considerabk i 
portion of these people between Coff .” 
chin and Bombay; that is, one large it 
village of them in the Cannanore dis 
tricts, and great numbers of them @ ~ 
other places, between Cochin ani : 
Bombay: that these are the race we - 
have been looking for so long is pretty si 
certain, but whether they form a pat “ 
of the long lost ten tribes we have yé G 
to learn.” ay 
For the Utica Christian Repository. ql 
Messrs. Editors—A number of your readers would 
be gratified if some of your correspondents would 
furnish a rational answer to the following question ne 
‘*Does the heart of man consist in ¢“ p 





erciges? or is it the seat of moral exercise 
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CORNWALL SCHOOL. 
Cornwall is in Litchfield county, 


Rtate of Connecticut, east side of the 


ousatonick river, ten miles north- 
rest of Litchfield, about eight miles 
oast of the New-York boundary line, 
and about fifty miles north of Long- 
sland Sound. In the last quarterly 
yeport of the school it is said: —* This 
nstitution continues to flourish, and 
the liberality of its benefactors increas- 
esr The seminary is situated in a deep 
and retired valley, surrounded with 
lofty and romantic mountains; the air 
js pure and salubrious, as much so as 
any, perhaps, in our country, and is 
probably warmer, in the cold season, 
than any in New-England, in the same 
latitude. Generally the students have 
been healthy. Five only have died 
in more than six years, and out of a 
number towards one hundred. ‘The 
interesting QObookiah was the first. 
Of the other four, one was a promising 
young Cherokee, who’ was in feeble 
health when he left his native ener, 
The other three deceased youths were | 
natives of the Marquesas: Islands. 

They were infirm in health when they 

came to the institution. Of these was 

Thomas H. Patoo, who died last June. 

He became hopefully pious in Coven- 

try, Conn. He was an amiable and | 
promising young man, and had a great 

desire to be qualified to return to his | 
native Isles with the treasure of the 

Gospel. This seemed to be the only 

object for which he wished to live. 

He appeared, however, resigned and 

joyful in his sickness, and happy in 

his death. Thus three out of five 

who have died since the establishment 

of the school, were Marquesas Island- 
ers, thereby disappointing our hopes 
of providing, at present, native mis- 
sionaries for a part of the heathen 

world, upon which the light of the 
Gospel has never dawned. Such dis- 
appointments are, however, not unfre- 
quently the precursors of ultimate suc- 
cess in Christian enierprise, and should 
hot therefore discourage us in the la- 
bours of benevolence.” 
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From the last (13th) Report of the 
American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions, we make the 
following extract:—“It is becoming a 
subject of conversation among intelli- 
gent Christians, and a subject of seri- 
ous inquiry, whether more extensive 
measures cannot be adopted to edu- 
cate young foreigners who are cast up- 
on our shores ignorant and destitute, 
but who, in many instances, are sus- 
ceptible of great improvement, and 
might, hereafter, with the advantages 
which this country is well able to af- 
ford, prove great blessings to their 
countrymen. Should such measures 
obtain the sanction of the public, a se- 
lection of the most promising youths 
might be made for the Foreign Mis- 
sion School, and thus a succession of 
well-instructed heralds of the cross 
might be going forth to many distant 
h 


‘communities, now lying in darkness 


, and the shadow of death.”—Ch. Her: 





BIBLE SOCIETY OF FRANCE. 


The Fourth Annual Report of Tar 
| Binue Sociery or France has just reach- 
(ed this country. It forms a volume of 
| 25) pages, and contains much interest- 
| ing matter, particularly that portion of 
| it which relates to the distribution of the 
| Scriptures in France. The meeting 
' took place onthe 16th of April, and the 
Marquis de Janccurt, a peer of France, 
/and President of the Society, took’ the 
chair, It was opened witha prayer by M. 
Marron, which was succeeded by an ad- 
dress from the President, and some ex. 
tracts from the Report of the Committee, 
by the Baron de Stael; after this the 
speeches were made, &c. 

In the course of the year preceding, 
the Society distributed 4,627 Bibles, and 
5,196 Testaments; i3 new auxiliary so- 
cieties, or brahches, have been formed, 
and more than 30 Bible Associations: 
It was further stated in the Report, that 
the pecuniary resources of the Society, 
which are supplied by the zeal of inhab- 
itants of the country, have more than 
doubled in that time; and that the 
amount of donations received from their 
friends in the departments, and by con- 
tributions from auxiliary Societies, has 
quadrupled. 

**Such success,”’ remark the Commit- 
tee, ‘‘surpasses all our hopes; and there 
is none of us who has not fervently bles- 
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sed God on hearing of it, that he has 
deigned to make choice of us as the in- 
struments in so noble a work. Some ob- 
stacles have indeed been encountered 
in our progress, and may yet impede our 
way; but what human enterprise is un- 
opposed? When has the principle of 
goodness showed itself upon earth when 
it had not to meet the evil inclinations 
of our nature? But what can tempora- 
ry resistance effect against the Divine 
protection, which has so plamly signal- 
ized itself in favor of the cause which 
we have adopted?” 

It appears from the Report, that the 
Goverifment have permitted the impor- 
tation of many Bibles, intended for the | 
poor, free from duties, and it is hoped | 
that the same indulgence will be contin- 
ued towards the Society. 

According to the plan adopted by 
other Bible Soeieties, they publish 
monthly Reports, and this has rendered 
the addition ofan Appendix to their year- 
ly volume quite superfluous. In short, 
the Society is stated to be prospering in 
every particular, and to receive the most 
cordial co-operation of the Societies of 
Christian Morality, Religious Tracts, 
and Missions among Heathen nations. 

Among the persons mentioned as hav- 
ing been present at Meetings of the 
Committee, are, Professor Everitt, of 
Boston, Dr. Spring, of New-York, Mr, 
Wilson, of Malta, Mr. Latrobe, Secre- 
tary of the Church of the United Breth- 
ren, William Allen, the Philanthropist, 
General Macauley, ‘‘his rival and friend,” 
Mr. Thomas Erskine, Mr. Money, mem- 
ber of Parliament, Dr. Pinkerton, and 
Mr. Wilks, minister of the American 
congregation in Paris. 

The following paragraph, concerning 
one from our country, lately a resident || 
in France, we translate entire: 

‘*We are to be deprived for some time 
of the happiness of seeing among us Mr. 
Wilder, the assessor of your Committee, 
whom urgent business has called to A- 
merica. In whatever country he may 
be placed by Providence, religion will 
be his motive and his object; but, con- 
vinced as we are that his Christian vir- 
tues can in no other part of the world be 
of such important service to the cause of | 
the Gospel as in France, we hope he vil | 
not be long absent from a land to which 
he is attached by so many spiritual 
bonds, and where he inspires so much 
respect and affection.” 

After a survey of the operations of the 
foreign European Bible Societies, we || 
find the following remarks, under the | } 
‘head of the United States: 
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'to men of all classes and people, in all 


rant and the philosophical, 


































‘It is with Great Britian that we be. 
gan the hasty picture of the Christig, 
world—and it is another free country 
which is to form the last link in this wor, 
derful chain. What more irresistible 
gument can we offerto those who woul 
injure the spirit of this age, by pretend. 
ing that it is not in harmony with the 
spirit of the Gospel, and that the pow. 
er which impels mankind to the ACqUisi. 
tion of improvement and liberty, is ca. 
pable of estranging them from that holy 
doctrine which is the first source of mod. 
ern liberty and civilization. 

‘*The American Bible Society con. 
tinues to honour us with a fraternal be. 
nevolence. It has now given us a new 
proof of it, by sending into the midst of 
us, as its representative, the Reverend 
Mr. Summerfield, a young minister of 
the Gospel, hardly twenty-five years of 
age, who has come to our climate to es. 

tablish his health, enfeebled by the too 
early and assiduous exercise of his un. 
common talents for preaching.”’ 

The principal facts contained in the 
report of the American Bible Society are 
then enumerated, and the portion of the 
Report devoted to foreign Societies con. 
cludes with some general remarks, be. 
ginning in these words: 

‘*‘We have now rapidly passed over 
the inhabited surface of our globe. 
From Iceland to the Cape of Good Hope, 
from the Peninsula of India to the West- 
ern Coast of Africa, from the United 
States of America to the Pacific, there 
are few points accessible to Europe- 
an commerce, which Bible Societies 
have not embraced in the cosmopolitan- 
ism of the Gospel. Hard indeed must 
be his heart, and blind his spirit, who 
can look on such a spectacle without 
emotion. The Bible has been offered 


the degrees of the social scale: the igno- 
the states- 
man and the poor artisan; the polished 
nations of our Old Europe, and the wan- 
dering tribes in the forests of the New 
World; the African under the Torrid 
Zone; and the Esquimaux, who disputes 
his doubtful existence with the eternal 
ice of the Pole; all have received the 
Book of Life. How wonderful! the 
manners, the political institutions, the 
manners, the forms of worship, the 
systems in philosophy, in short, every 
thing, is different among those people; 
it is with difficulty that the most simple 
ideas extend from one to the other; and 
behold, here is a book which embraces 
the immensity of the moral world, which 
rises to the highest questions in meta- 
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jhysics, and descends to the most hum- 
ble details of daily life; this book speaks 
o all the same language, and is under- 
stood by all. Still more wonderful! It 
adapts itself to the degrees of human 
ature, and while it inculcates the same 
truths, it developes the same feelings in 
ii hearts. If, after this, any doubts 
should dare to rise concerning the divine 
inspiration of the Scriptures, what more 
Jively proof can we give them? All the 
interpretations, all the commentaries, 
all up new commentaries and new inter- 
pretations; not a profession of faith, writ- 
en by the hand of man, but gives room 
for new dissension; not a mode of worship 
but dissatisfies some of those who profess 
jt; not a sect so inclusive but sees the 
shades of opinion dividing the members 
of which it is composed. But remark, 
on the contrary, all those who in coun- 
tries the most diverse, in situations the 
least analagous, read the Bible with a 
sincere and humble heart, all those who 
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. the drink at this divine fountain, soon have 
a but one heart and one soul. Distinctions | 


disappear, and different communions 
approach each other. 
‘¢¢There is neither Greek nor Jew, 
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aoe barian, Scythian, bond nor free, but 
ope, Christ is all in all.’ ” 

V est. Relig. Chron. 

te Revival of Religion in Baltimore. 

ope: This glorious outpouring of the Spir- | 
eties Ma it continues, particularly in the Third | 
itan. fi Presbyterian Church. The Rev. Pastor | 
must feu Of a Congregation, peculiarly favoured, 
who fy Writes thus. ‘*Last Sabbath we admit- | 
hout a ted 29 to ourcommunion. The revival | 
ered fa 1S still going on. The work is progress- | 
1 all #2 ing among the young men. Blessed be || 
gno- fy God for his unspeakable mercy to us.” 
ates- Jefferson College.—The following in- | 
shed Bi teresting extracts, relative to a revival in 
van- BE Jefferson College, we quote from the | 
New B ‘‘Narrative of the state of Religion with- 
rid FF in the bounds ofthe Synod of Pittsburg.” 
utes ‘*But it is peculiarly gratifying to the 
nal BH Synod to learn, that the Spirit of the 
the } Lord has graciously visited many of the | 
the # Students of Jefferson College, within the 
the B bounds of the Presbytery of Ohio. From 
the H the statement of that Presbytery we 
ery learn, that of the whole number of stu- 
ple; dents, (between ninety and a hundred, ) 
ple J the majority are hopefully pious—others 
and # under deep conviction of sin, and ear- 
ices # hestly inquiring what they shall do to be | 
ich ff saved; and at the close of the last session | 
eta- B there were few, if any, of the whole 


| 


kumber, who were not under serious iin- 
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circumcision, nor uncircumcision, bar- | 
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Jl 
pressions. It is scarcely possible to 
think of a more animating consideration 
to the Church of God, than -revivals of 
religion in Colleges. From these seats 
of science, thus visited of the Lord, are 
many youths to go forth into the world, 
to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty. Here are the hopes of Zion: 
and they are bred in the nurseries of 

| learning and piety. Here are the foun- 

' tains whoSe streams make glad the city of 

| our God.—May the blessed influence of 

such revivals extend with rapidity to ev- 
ery seminary in our country, that the 

Schools of the Prophets may never cease 

| to be replenished from the hall of science 

| and literature!” 

Revival.—In the congregation of the 
Rev. F. Clark, Flemmington, N. J. 
great anxiety prevails among the impen- 
itent, and meetings for prayer and in- 
struction, are numerously and solemnly 
attended. On the last Sabbath in No- 
vember, 18 were admitted to the church, 
as the first fruits of the revival. 

Revival.—Rev. Mr. Ripley of Portland 
writes to his friend in Boston, that God 
is catrying on a good work in Sidney, 
Me.—that 12 were baptised Dec. 5th. 
six of whom were heads of families—and 
that ‘‘the holy work appears to be 
spreading.” 


Sabbath School Teachers.—In Montre- 
al, as at New-York, meetings for Sabbath 
School ‘ eachers are resolved upon, the 
object of which is to discuss the various 
modes of instruction now in use, and to 
devise the best means of advancing the 
youths under their charge, in the knowl- 
edge of the great and leading truths of 

| the gospel. 

Foreign Mission School.—A Female 

| Auxiliary has been formed in the city of 
New-York. The attention of several la- 
dies there having been directed to this 
Institution particularly, by the arrival of 
two Chinese youths, Henry Martyn Alan, 
and William Alum, a few months ago. 
These youths are now at the school, and 
are making good progress in their stu- 
dies 

Great Osage Mission.—An attempt has 
been made by Mr. Williams, the Inter- 
preter, to translate a few chapters of 
scripture into the Osage language. In 
July, six children were committed by 
their parents to the care of the Mission- 
aries. Considerable sickness was cxpe- 
rienced by the families at both of these 
stations during the summer; but they 


| 








| were preserved from the ravages of death 


—and onthe whole, the prospects at 
each of these stations are brightening. 


| 





93 


The brethren feel that they ‘‘have rea- 

son to persevere with increasing zeal tm 

their Master’s cause, and to trust in his 

gracious promise that they shall, eventu- 
lly reap if they faint not.” 

Religious state of Florida.—*‘It isa 
solemn fact,”’ say the Committee of the 
Synod of South Carolina, and Georgia, 
‘‘that there is not in all that widely ex- 
tended territory, one public building 
dedicated to the worship of Almighty 
God, according to any one of the Prot- 
estant forms of our holy religion. A Pres-| 
byterian Society has been formed in St. | 
Augustine, and the Rev. Mr. Lathrop, 
‘has been appointed their Agent to solicit 
subscriptions in the States, for building’ 
a house of worship, as the Society is 
yet, and must long be unable itself, to 
accomplish the object. — Bost. Recorder. 


-Ce— 


Anrcpotr.—A Christian, anxious for 
his own salvation, and much divided be- 
tween hope and fear relative to his own 
state, and who had prayed much upon 
the subject;—remarked, how happy he 
should be, if he could get his interesting 
question decided. The thought forci- 
bly struck his mind; well, if you should 
get the question decided, how then 
would you conduct? Oh, I would perse- 
vere, and do all the good in my power! 
The good man rejoined: Go on then, 
and conduct now, as you think in that 
case you would do; and leave the state 
of your soul with God. This thought 
settled his mind, and he immediately set | 
himself to learn his duty, and diligently | 
to perform it; leaving it with God to save 
or cast him off, as he might see fit. 

‘*Trust in the Lord, and do good.” 
Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust 
also in him, and he shall bring it topass.” 
Duty is ours; and events are God’s, 
The former, man must perform; the lat- 
ter, leave with his Maker. By the grace 
of God, says the Christian, I will attempt | 
every duty. And the final disposal of, 
my soul, I will humbly leave with him, 
who can save or destroy.—ib. 


~*OBO+-- 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
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I love to go where God resides, 
His holy dwelling place; 

I love to meet with Zion’s friends 
And see my father’s face, 


I love to hear the melting song 
That fans the flame of love; 

Z love to rise in ardent prayer, 
For blessings from above. 


I love to hang upon the lips, 
And watch the anxious eyes, 

Of Ged’s own messengers of grace, 
That point us te the skjes. 


o 


Anecdote—Poetry— Auburn Seminary— Missionary Depository. 








| Received for the A. B. C. F. M.from the 26th 


|| Adams, North Soc. from the fem. miss. so. b 
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I love to meet a chosen few 
And talk of joys to come; 

I love to meet my Savior there, 
And view my heavenly home. 












































I love to leave all earthly friends, 
And from the world retire; 

To hold communion with my God, 
And to the skies aspire. 


—000e—> 
AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 


The Treasurer of the Theological Seminary of Ag! 
burn, acknowledges the receipt of the follo ing 
sums, in donations and on subscriptions since $e ! 
tember last. 

From the Paris ——~ serge by the hands of 

Gen. MeNeil, - - - - 37. 
Mr. E. Curtis on transfer subscription, Rev. 
Dr. Fitch, - . -». Sm 
Rev. E. Burchard as adonation - «+ 10 
» D. Higgins, - do + + = §@ 
» Mr. Hopkins, - - - - ~- 5 
Mr. G. Hurlbert of Sheldon, being’ the 
avails ofa small piece of ground, tilled 





by some boys in that vicinity, 5 
Presbyt. Education Society, Rev. W. Lan- 
sing, - - - - 50 ¢ 
Mr. Russell Sackett on subseription, - 3 
» Aaren Hayden, do @ - eo @ 
» Fred. Van Lieu, do do - - 3&8 
3» William Grover, do do - - iff 
» Nathan Tibbells, do do - - 10 
» Ichabod French, do do -e« = ‘@ 
°° Gregory, do do - «= 2 
» Moses Kortwright, do do - - 5@ 
» David Eastman, do do - -«/§8 
» Jas J. Stryker, do do - + 5@&@ 
9, 5S. Swartwout, do do - - 2¢ 
», Orange Rude, do do - = 25% 


Ladies’ in Onondaga Hollow, Furniture 
for a room in the Seminary, valued 60 @ 
ae 


$247 B 
RICHARD STEEL, Treas’r 


Auburn, December 11, 1823. 
,; “arr 
Utica Missionary Depository. 


Nov to Dee 26th, 1823. 


Paris, Avails of a Hen, kept by a little girl 6 
years old, 
Trenton Village, collection by children of Sab- 
bath school, 
do. Mon. con. collection, 
From a Clergyman in the co. of Oneida 20 25 ¢ 
by his wit and children, 5 
Hanover, (in Paris) a part of a Legacy by Miss 
Rachel Griffin, deceased, 
Mount-Vernon Mon. con. 
Avails of M. field, cult. by individuals, by 
Mr. Thos. Williams, 1 


6 w 
3 @ 


9 ¢ 
9 ® 


the hand of the Rev. Abel L. Crandall, 29 3% 
Florence, avails of M. field, by Rev. John Frost 6 @ 
Augusta, trom the fem. miss. soc. by Miss M. 

Moss, 

Hartwich & Fly Creek, Benevolent so, Otsego 

county, 30 0 

the one half to be appropriated to the mis- 
sion school at Cornwall, by Mr. Albert 

North, Treasurer, 

Sanger field, by Miss Harriet Townsley, 
By Mrs. Te 15 yds, flannel, é 
By Miss Myra rages and Aruba Ann 

Townsley, a bag of dried fruit, 
Sherburne, 1st soc. a bedquilt by a number of 

little girls, 

Mrs. Mercy Butler, by Mr. Wm. Newton, 00 4 
Brookfield, Miss Jemima More, a donation by 

Mr. Wm. Newton, 10 06 

Peterboro, Mon. can. ° 60 
Sabbath school teachers and scholars, by 

Rey. Mr. Boyd, 2 8 

— 


Amount of cash, 173 @ 
ABIJAH THOMAS, Agent- 
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Cataioaie of Books, : Sone eee Rs 
For sule oy Wikio Wiiliiny; No. 80; es treet. Vile, nee 


AWicricat System of Practice! Book keeping, 
a pted to the-commerce of the Snitec 
States in its domestic ant forcign rehix tf 
tions; and, exemplified in’ one: Set. -of ff, 
‘hooks, Kept by doubly -efitry, designed 
for the’nse of séhools, by James Bennett, 
to which is added, Jackson's Roak-ikeep 
ng to the daw and commerce.ol-} 
the Onited.. Statés, and comprehendivg ft 
at the inpovements in tle modern prac ff 
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Se “fe. Of the world, K,. compared Wi oF -merine with wa : 
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States, ¥ vent | 
Boeeniteh s New “Amoriead Practical Navislp, ‘ae pin general, -, — 
micas hae of. Navigation, | [nest ae Garcitesr : 


an epitome a 
cantaini att th the tables mecessury to, be |} . com 
8 e neh matical Sent in, Et 
| latitude and are by H 
Scar eeredisce: Hinstreted by pules 
ond examples, with a eee cor bain 
‘ine methods ot, ing-eclips 
stin anh oom, oy sie 
ie ae 
Bannyeastle’s: Gotiotin’s. Guide £0. “kiiine | 
& tic, of x somplete exercise booke for the } 
tise OF 'sehooli—w ith notes csi ey 
reasow of every “rine demonstrated from 
che: eateries ‘and. ae sf 
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